
Konavle region (Republic of Croatia) crashed aircraft in WW 2 
 
A – B24J 195 # 44 41120 
 
Introduction: 
The aircraft 44 41120 went on a mission 126 to Linz, Austria and  hit the cliffs on mountain Sniježnica 
in Konavle region in Republic of Croatia during level flight in heavy clouds. Remains were never 
discovered. One of the silver wrist bracelet with name and number was discovered at the site. 
Official statement was that it went missing somewhere on Adriatic sea. All the crew members names 
were included on Tablets of the Missing in Sicily-Rome American Cemetery in Nettuno, Italy. 
 
Aircraft: 
B-24J-195-CO 44-41120, built by Consolidated San Diego, left CONUS on 30 July 1944 and arrived at 
Gioia on 6 August 1944. On 8 August it was assigned to the 461st Bomb Group, 767th Bomb 
Squadron and given RC# 61. As of the Fifteenth Air Force Aircraft Inventory dated 20 November 
1944, it was still with the 461st, and have been transferred to the 484th shortly thereafter. It was 
assigned to the 825th Bomb Squadron and the RC# was changed from 61 to 43. The Aircraft Record 
Card (attached) simply states "Condemned, MIA". 
 

 
 
Picture 1. - B24J 195 #44 41120 no. 61 pictured in Italy  
 



 
 
Picture 2. - B24J 195 #44 41120 no. 61 pictured in Italy  
 
Mission:  
They were part of the mission #126 on 9 December 1944. 
The formation took off at 08:15 hours n 9. December 1944 enroute to the target. The rendevous was 
partially completed in cloud cover ranging from 2 to 10 tenths and none of the members of other 
crews who flew, saw aircraft #43 at any time after the take off, or if they did, they did not recognize 
it as that plane. After about an hour of flying in the clouds the formation was recalled and 
Lt.Compton's crew did not return to the base. During the period before recall, th plane flew over 
general area of Foggia, Italy and over Adriatic Sea. 
Mission briefing is attached at the end of the document. 
 
Crew: 
No crew survived the crash and official MACR 10248 from 11. Decmber list the crew as MIA. The full 
crew list was: 
1. Pilot – Compton, Vern E. (2nd Lt 0826046) MIA 
2. Co-Pilot – Helbert, Richard J. (2nd Lt 0829207) MIA 
3. Navigator – Warnock, Galen L. (2nd Lt 02061087) MIA 
4. Bombardier – Tomchik, Alfred J. (2nd Lt 0777507) MIA 
5. Engineer – Lough, Warren D. (T/Sgt 35404828) MIA 
6. Radio Opr – Moore, Harvey L. Jr. (S/Sgt 13134142) MIA 
7. Nose Gnr' – Haverty, Robert L. (S/Sgt 31422063) MIA 
8. Tail Gnr' – Mayers, Robert J. (S/Sgt 16117147) MIA 
9. Ball Tur Gnr' – Fincher, Emil E. (Sgt 39922366) MIA 
10. Top Tur Gnr' – Woods, John L. (S/Sgt 39114787) MIA 
 
At the end of the document is MACR report 
 
 
 
 
 



Location: 
Location of the site is on mountain Sniježnica that is the biggest mountain in Konavle region with 
peak Sv. Ilija at 1234 m (4000ft) altitude. It has 3 peaks with the highest one in the middle. The peak 
has a helicopter pad and communication tower. There is a small church of Sv Ilija built in the ground 
due to the fact that there are many lightning strikes in there. There is no cemetery near church. First 
lower peak to the west is actual location of the site on his southern side.  Southern side is rocky with 
vertical cliffs. Place of an impact is somewhere around 30 meters (100 ft.) below the top of the peak. 
Exact coordinates are 42°34′37.6″N 18°20′34.4″E 
No exavation was done at the site 
 

 
 
Picture 3. Mountain Sniježnica in Konvle region (Republic of Croatia) 
 
 



 
 
Picture 4. Coordinates of crash site 
 

 
 
Picture 5. Cliffs on location 
 
 
 
 



 
 
Picture 6 . Possible ground zero 
 
 

 
 
Picture 7. Possible ground zero close up 



 
 
Picture 8. Location of the site ( from the suthern side from distance) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Parts: 
Due to the imapct with full payload no larger parts were found on loaction. On site parts are still 
scattered around. Two parts were taken from the site for further research. 
No parts with numbers from the aircrafts were found by now. 
 

 
 
Picture 8. part pictured at the site and taken for furhter examination. 
 



 
 
Picture 9. first discovered part 
 
 



 
 
Picture 10. part at the site 
 

 
 
Picture 11. parts taken from the site 



 
 
Picture 12. Part at the site 
 
 
Silver wrist bracelet: 
Silver wrist bracelet was found at the crash site by unknown person by now after the crash. The 
bracelet went forgotten for years until recent discovery by person mr. Niko Selak who took it for 
further research. Due to the fact that he has little knowledge of English he did some research and left 
it as it is. I found that he is possesion of silver bracelet and took the full research and reported 
everything to the officals. Silver wrist bracelet wears the name and number of 2Lt Galen L. Warnock 
(Topeka, Kansas) that went MIA. According to the bracelet we found all the rest information about 
the flight, crash, crew list, parts etc. 
 



 
 
Picture 12. Silver wrist bracelet with name of 2Lt Galen L Warnock 
 

 
 
Picture 13. Silver wrist bracelet with serial number of 2Lt Galen L Warnock 
 



Story: 
My name is Antun and I live in small town of Cavtat in Republic of Croatia. I am an active person who 
likes to spend free time in any outdoor activity. I am an amateur hiker and climber and during the 
winter times I go to the hills in my area and to wander around in search for the lost villages, barns, 
wells etc.  
Few years ago I started actively to walk around in the mountain of Sniježnica and all my trips starts 
from small village Kuna Konavoska. 
My ancestors are from that place so I know all the people in the village and during the time I came to 
know them very well and they told me lots of stories from the past.  

 
Picture 14. Me my son Ivan and wife Lucija  
 
Once in my regular conversation with Mr. Antun Banović from Kuna I was told that during the World 
War II plane crashed in mountain Sniježnica. I asked him about the location and he gave me basic 
directions where it should be. That information I heard few years ago. I am the father of a 9 year old 
son Ivan and have a wife Lucija, and due to my obligations from work and family I didn’t have the 
time to search for the site. This winter I decided to finally go there and spend some time around with 
no initial interest to search for more. In February 2017 I went for the first time to search for the site 
and I didn’t find anything and went back . Later on I found I was at the wrong location. Story I got is 
that at the site there was a big bomb like crater.  I returned home and I started thinking was I really 
at the right place. I went back in March 2017 and decided I will search for more. In that search I 
found one small aluminum plate with rivets on the other side of location and I knew I was getting 
close.  
I went for the third time in April 2017 and struck gold. I decided I will try to go further from the initial 
directions and try to search much bigger area. On southern side of the hill I found place with metal 
pieces still lying on the ground. Later on I found the possible impact area with blown up cliff rock. I 
took two pieces for the further research. It is mostly cliffs with rocks. Crash site is very dangerous 
area with cliffs and vertical drop. It is not easy to even get to the location. 



I went back and I started asking questions is there any story behind it, maybe someone knows or was 
witness during the crash. All the stories were bit misleading due to the fact that in that area all 
persons who spoke English language were considered English, so the basic story is that in 44 British 
bomber crash in Sniježnica and all of the crew were killed, burned or missing. So that was my starting 
point which was wrong from the start. I started searching on the internet and I got back information 
that it could be American bomber and maybe American crew. At that point I didn’t even know what 
type of aircraft crashed in there.  
At the same time at my work I started showing the pictures of parts to my college Mr. Pero Selak and 
he told me that his father is in a possession of a silver tag from one of the crew members. The very 
same day he sent me pictures from the tag and information written on it. We together started 
searching for more. His father Mr. Niko Selak got the silver tag from a friend that claimed that his 
ancestor found it on the crash site. That person found it on site and the tag went forgotten for more 
than sixty years, and then by some sort of luck Mr. Niko Selak found it in a garage and took it for 
research. He did some research but due to the fact that he doesn’t speak English very well, he left it 
as it is. 
In that moment we realized that according to the official report we had something which was 
different and maybe report was not correct and possible MIA was in place. We got together and 
decided that this must be reported straight away to the officials. I created basic report and send it to 
the US Embassy in Zagreb and to the MIA/POW Agency. That was very simple report with the facts 
and proofs that we had in our possession at that time. We got reply and we continued to search for 
more, and this is what we got by moment of writing 
 
Credits: 
All the initial research and on location research was done by me, but it would not be fair to say that 
this story is a one man show. This is basic research, no excavations were done, no parts were 
destroyed or sold, no personal belongings were taken, parts are still at the same locations and at the 
same persons.  Silver wrist bracelet is kept by Niko Selak. 
Person who gave help in any way to this research 
 Mr. Antun Banović , Kuna Konavoska 

Local person who told me about the crash site and gave me basic directions to the site. 
 Mr. Niko Selak, Zvekovica 

found the silver bracelet and took it for research 
 Mr. Pero Selak  

son of Niko Selak who provided information about the silver wrist bracelet and did research 
 Mr John Long -  retired U.S. Coast Guard Master Chief Petty Officer, 1680 Westbriar, Traverse 

City, Michgan 49696 
Person who pointed me in right directions to reports regarding research 

 Mr. Charles Parsonson - Historian, 461st Bomb Group, 55 Whistling Duck Drive, Bridgeville, DE 
19933  
Valubale informations regarding the research  

 Mr. Hughes Glantzberg -  President and Webmaster for the 461st and 484th websites, P.O. Box 
926, Gunnison, CO  81230 
Valubale informations regarding the research  

 Mr. Dick Olson – 10051 Julian Court,Westminster, Colorado 80031 
Valubale informations regarding the research  

 My family  



 
 
This report was done by: 
 
Name:   Antun Burđelez 
Address: Kvaternikova 7 
Town:  Cavtat 
Zip code: 20210 
Country: Republic of Croatia 
Tel : +385981685735 
Email: antunburdelez@gmail.com 
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