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FIRST STUDENTS FOR SCHOLARSHIP AWARDS SELECTED

(See Page 5)

ALL SYSTEMS GO FOR THE 1986 '"' MAX EFFORT REUNION "'
(See Page 6)

No #29, 765th Squadron, ran out of fuel on base leg. Either the Navigator or Bombardier had gone back into the nose to retrieve
some items, but couldn't get back in time and was killed on impact. Stan Staples Photo 765 Sq. See comments regarding fuel
management problems with the B-24 on page 11 .
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Tear Slip<next to Page 14 Looking forward to meeting you all once again in San Antonio, Bud Markel,President.



FROM THE EDITOR'S
DESK

I added my remarks to the B-24 Serial
Number Story regarding fuel management
problems, because in reviewing crash
photographs, many were caused by lack
of fuel. My own crew almost suffered the
same fate as the one shown on the front
cover when we landed after one mission
with less than 100 gallons sloshing in
the tanks. The fuel tank selector valves
could be set to engine to cross feed.
When the fuel was used up in the
crossfeed manifold, the engine would
quit. From a design standpoint the fuel
system on the B-24 had left a lot to be
desired. As a result many of our boys
died in unnecessary crashes.

YOUR TORRETTA FLYER

It's difficult sometimes to know what our
readers want to see in the Flyer.I respond to
the ideas and stories sent in from our
members and that is good as far as it goes,
but my concern is the silent readers.What are
your needs? How can we improve the
publication to serve g]] members? Use the
tear slip, drop us a line, or telephone us at
(213)316-3330.

DUES REMINDER

Association dues are still $15.00 per year and
are payable on the 1st of January each year.
Please check your membership card for 1986
date, and send in your membership renewal if
required.

Official Publication of the 461st
and 484th Bomb Groups
Association is distributed several times a year to
members of the Association.

Editor: Bud Markel
Assoclate Editor Bea Markel

The Association welcomes stories and photos for use
in future issues. Direct all inquiries to Editor,
Torretta Flyer. 1122 Ysabel St. Redondo Beach,
California 90277. Phone (213) 316-3330.

Reproduction prohibited  without

permission. Copyright © 1986 by the
46Ist & 484th  Bomb  Groups
Association.

NEWS OF THE ASSOCIATION
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Fuel Selector Valve

OUR GROUND CREW

Here's to the men with greasy hands

Who fuel our planes when we
come in to land

Who fix the flak damage and
stop the leaks

Who change the tires and oil
the squeaks

Tend to the controls to mak
them fly straight S

Wait for the planes when the
pilots are late

Who smooth the scratches,
rivet the panels

Check "Loud and Clear" on
the radio channels

Who read the writeups and
make the repairs

Check the lines for chaffing
and tears

Who pull the chocks and
check the wings

And do a million other things
That make an aircraft safe and

ready to fly

So here's a salute to those hard
working guys

From a group of fliers who too
seldom ponder

About the men who keep us up in
the wild blue yonder

From the Royal Canadian Air Force

Magazine Via "Post San Giovani"
454th BG Publication.
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ASSOCIATION CAPS NOW
IN STOCK

We still have both mens and ladies style
hats in stock now, but orders are being
received at a steady pace, so to avoid
disappointment send for yours today.
Caps are shipped same day orders are
received. Please use tear slip (next to
page 14) to order.

BOMBARDIERS ATTENTION

We received a letter from E. C. "Ned"
Humphreys Jr. a Bombardier of Midland
Class 43-1(7-Jan 1943) who would like
to get in touch with other Bombardiers.
Contact him at Star Route #1 Box 254,
Eagle Harbor,MI 49951
Tel.906/289-4440.

THE AIRBASE PROJECT

MEMBERS SENDING IN
MATERIAL

The Technical Training Command
consisting of schools and airfields
scattered over most of the continental
United States during World War Two,
accomplished an unprecedented training
record that has yet to be equalled. The
airmen and specialists of an air unit
required training in hundreds of different
skills. The huge build up of the Army Air
Corps at the onset of the war required
men and flyers to man these new planes.
Our generation not only manned these
planes but used them with great effect to
defeat the ememy. To recall this great
endeavor, the Association is gathering
historic documents and material to
display at the 1986 reunion.We are
asking all members to join in the Air
Base Project by sending in documents,
photographs, post cards, and
memorabilia pertaining to training they
received prior to overseas deployment.
Please mark each piece with your name
and squadron so that proper
identification can be made.So far we have
received material issued on March Field,
Santa Ana Army Airbase, Keesler Field,
and Kelly Field. Dig into those trunks
in the attic and in the basement.



15TH AIR FORCE REUNION HUGE SUCCESS

Ben Franklin of the 15th Air Force
Association can rest easy after pulling
off a great reunion that was rated the
best ever by all of those who attended.
The Seattle Reunion drew 1100 happy
people this last July from a cross section
of most 15th AF units. Bob Lehnherr,
the Seattle host and committee chairman
is to be congratulated for a first class and
very professional job of  organizing
and coordinating the various events.

Two groups, the 460th and 463rd held
their reunions in conjunction with the
15th AF reunion. Because of the draw of
the 15Th, they reported greater
attendance at their own reunions. They
added an extra event to the schedule, that
being their individual banquets held when
the big reunion had a free evening.

Another important benefit of the joint
reunions was the economy of scale that
allowed negotiations with venders and
contracted services to be conducted from
one office. This resulted in the signing
up of superior events. This ranged all the
way from the Salmon Bar-be-que to the
Air Force Band of the Golden Wests'
musical accompaniment of the
multi-screen presentation ,"History of the
15th Air Force". that was shown at the
grand banquet.

The highlight of the reunion (even for
B-24ers) was the fiftieth anniversary
flight of the B-17. All of the units from
both the 15th AF and the 8Th AF
holding reunions simultaneously, were
guests of the Boeing Company at
Boeing Field.It was estimated that close
to 10,000 veterans were in attendance
between both Air Forces. There were
many WWII aircraft on static display
including three B-17's that later did a fly
over in conjunction with a B-25. It was
the sound of synchronized reciprocating
engines that brought back the memories
associated with large formation flying.
To close your eyes for a few minutes the
war would come rushing back with
numbing  suddenness. The Boeing
Company took full charge of the
afternoon, arranging the displays,
providing transportation and lunch to all
veterans and guests.

For your information the
following units made up the
wartime 15Th Air Force Heavy
Bomb Groups.

Wings

STH WING  ( B-17'S Groups)
2nd,97th,98th,99th,301st,463rd,
483rd.
47TH WING ( B-24'S)
376th, 449th, 450th.
49TH WING ( B-24'S)
451st, 461st, 484th.
55TH WING (B-24'S)
460th, 464th.465th,484th.
304TH WING (B-24'S)
454th, 455th, 456th,459th.

15TH SPECIAL GROUP
859TH B SQ. (B-24'S),
885TH B Sq.
(B-17'S & B-24'S)

CAMPAIGN CREDITS

The following list of Campaign medals
were issued to Army Air Force personnel
serving with the 15th Air Force during
the Second world war. Eligibility is
dependent on dates of European Service.
(Source 15th AF Anniversary Program)
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HQ 15TH AF

Naples-Foggia(Air)( War Dept.
GO0-96,10/31/45
Rome- Amo(War Dept. GO-99/11/6/45

Air Combat,EAME Theater
11/7/41 to 9/2/45
Air Offensive,Europe 7/4/42 to 6/5/44
Naples-Foggia (Air) 8/18/43 to 1/12/44
Anzio 1/22/44 t05/24/44
Rome-Amo 3/22/44 to 9/944
Normandy 6/6/44 to 7/24/44
Northern France 7/25/44 to 9/14/44
Southern France 8/15/44 t09/14/44
North Appennines 9/10/44 to 4/4/45
Rhineland 9/15/44 to 3/21/45

Central Europe 3/22/44 to
3/11/45
Po Valley 4/5/44 to 5/8/45

15TH AIR FORCE STATISTICS

CASUALTIES

Killed in Action 2,703

Missing in Action
12,359

Wounded in Action
2,553

AWARDS

Medal of Honor 2
Dist. Service Cross 2
Dist. Service Medal 13

Silver Star 939
Legion of Merit 46

Dist. Flying Cross 11,985
Soldiers Medal 729
Bronze Star 2,741
Air Medal 163,651

Dist. Unit Citations 63

The 15th Air Force will hold its next
reunion in 1987 at a site somewhere in
the mid-west. Members wishing to join
the 15Th Air Force Association should
write to :

15th Air Force Association
PO BOX 6325
March Air Force Base,CA 92518



FIRST SCHOLARSHIP GRANTS TO BE AWARDED

VIEW OF THE PIAZZA DUOMO, THE CENTER OF CERIGNOLA
(The square in front of the church)

HOW THE CANDIDATES WERE SELECTED

PROFESSORE UMBERTO ALBANESE, A RESIDENT OF CERIGNOLA, ITALY
GRACIOUSLY OFFERED HIS SERVICES TO THE ASSOCIATION

Chris Donaldson 765 Squadron and Ed
Goree 764 Squadron the Memorial
Scholarship Committee Co- Chairmen
announce the selection of the first
recipients for scholarship grants.

The Assocation has been collecting
donations since 1982 that now total
$4500, including accrued interest.
Contributions have been received from a
wide cross section of our membership
indicating a high degree of participation
in the plan. From the very beginning
the membership has approved the idea of
helping to further the education of needy
Italian students, who are descendants of
families from the Torretta/Cerignola
Area, 1944-45. Many have shown their
approval of this Living Memoria]l
Scholarship Fund, honoring our fallen
comrades, and all personnel assigned to
the 461St and 484Th Bomb Groups, by
continuing to contribute on a yearly
basis.

It has been a long wait since 1982,
but now the first awards are about to
be given. The  committee
set up standards and scholastic criteria
for eligibility , developed with the
assistance of Umberto  Albanese, a
professor of economics, now teaching
law at the college in Cerignola. To
attract qualified students, the professor
distributed publicity to the press media
and received wide coverage in the greater
Cerignola/ Torretta area. An example of
the story in the Italian press is shown in
conjunction with this article.

The original plan was to make an
initial grant of $1,000.00 to two
students, one boy and one girl. Instead
three young ladies age 16 to 18 years old
with their outstanding scholastic records
have met the set criteria with ease. As
they were equally qualified it was decided
to grant a $500.00 stipend to each one
of them, for a total grant of $1,500.00.
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Professore  Umberto  Albanese  has
graciously suggested that members of the
46l1st & 484th Bomb Groups
Association participate in the
presentation of the awards at a ceremony
in Cerignola, involving affixing a
memorial plaque in the vicinity of the
Piazza Duomo(the large square in the
main street, followed by a presentation
of the awards. There would be an exhibit
of photographs of wartime Cerignola and
of the Torretta airfield, at the cinema; a
reception by the civil authorities and a
memorial speech , followed by a cere-
mony to remember the war fallen.

Members who wish to take part in
the awards ceremony should contact the
Association office, 1122 Ysabel St.,
Redondo Beach, CA 90277.

In the meantime, preparations are
underway for the actual distribution of
the funds to the three scholarship
recipients.



TO THREE YOUNG LADIES FROM TORRETTA

RIPALTA SCALZO, age 17 was born in
San Giovanni Rotondo and comes from a
family of six persons. Her father is a
cabinet maker in Cerignola. Her
scholastic ability was shown rather
quickly during attendance at primary
school in Cerignola where she graduated
and went on to jumior high school
finishing there in 1981. She has been
attending the "Instituto  Technico
Commerciale, ( a commercial school)
since 1982 with very high marks. The
scholarship grant will allow her to attend
the University.

LUCIA NIGRO, age 17 was born in
Stornara where her father is a farmer and
pensioner. There are eight persons in her
family.She spends much of her free time
studying. She attended primary school in
Stornara before going on to junior high
school graduating in 1981 with high
marks.Since 1982 she too has been
attending  the Instituto  Technico
Commerciale in Cerignola, where her
teachers hold her in high esteem. The
scholarship grant will allow her to go to
the University of her choice to study
law.

LUISA MARINELLI, age 16, was born in
Cerignola where her father works at the
"Liceo Classico"( a grammer school).
She is the last child in a family of six
persons. Her schooling took place in
Cerignola graduating from junior high
school in 1983. Since then she has been
a student at the" Liceo Scientifico” , a
scientific school in Cerignola.With most
of her free time taken with studies and
chores, she still breaks free to enjoy
music and her first love, reading.She too
hopes to attend the University.

ADDITIONS TO THE LIST OF CONTRIBUTORS TO THE MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP FUND

DONALD L. ASKERMAN 764
ALEX 1. AZARY 765
ARTHUR C BARKLEY 824
JOHN M. BILLINGS 825
BATES BOLES 765
WAYNE BOYCE 765
WILLIAM BURKE 766
CLARENCE L. BUSH 825
RALPH W CARR 825
ROBERT CHAAT 767
GEORGE CHRISTIE 765
ARTHUR P.  COOGAN 827
RAYMOND T. CROMER 825
JEROME J. DAVIS 766
WD.CHRIS  DONALDSON 765
PETER DRILL 484
JAY DUDLEY 764
CLARK W. ECTON 825
THOMAS L ELDER IR 767
SKIPPER ELLIS 872
FRANKLIN S. ENNIS 824
JOSEPH I. ERCOLE 824
BOB C. FERGUSON 767
GORDON FERGUSON 765
JOEL FISH 766
LEONARD G.  FORNER 824
RICHARD E. FREEMAN 764
ROQUE GONZALES 764
MICHAELP.  GOODMAN 827
JOHN A. GRIMM 825
LEROY A. HAMILTON 827
MIKE HARTUNIAN 825
JOSEPH M. HEBERT 826

MIKE HENDRICKSON 824
THOMAS P. HENDRY 764
KENNETH L. HILLIKER 764
CLARET. IRELAND , JR. 826
RAYMOND L. KENNEDY 766
WILLIAM T KESEY 766
CYRIL L. KLINE 764
ROBERT H. KOENIG 765
JOSEPH C. KUESTERSTEFFEN 767
FREDERICK D. KUHN 826
JAMES T. KUIPER 827
EDWARD J. LATAL 767
JACOB R LEBSACK 767
WILLIAM A LECUYER 766
ARTHUR LUNDH 765
JAMES D. MACKIN 767
ADOLPH MARCUS 824
BUD MARKEL 827
RUDOLPH S MARTINO 827
DAVID P. MCQUILLAN 767
GEORGE H MILLER 764
VAL R. MILLER 765
FRANCIS 1 MITCHELL 826
JUDSON W MOORE 766
THOMAS C. MOORE 767
BILL MORDICA 826
ED NAHKUNST 764
THOMAS M. NOESGES 765
VINCENT W O'SHEA 826
EDWARD J. ORESKY 764
SIDNEY OSTROVSKY 827
WILLARD I. PEARSON 826
D. R. PERKINS 767

ARTHUR J. PERRY 766
CARL H. PETER 767
JAMES D. POOL 825
EDWARD J. PRENDEVILLE 766
ROBERT C. QUINLAN 825
CHESTER A. RAY 826
WALLACEW.  ROBINSON 767
GLEN L. SANDBERG 825
WALTER H SCHEURS 825
EDWARD E SCHRADER 767
CLAUDE SCHROEDER 827
EDWARD R. SCHWARTZ, JR. 825
VICTOR I. SEELY 824
CHARLES G SHAFFER JR 827
ROBERT L. SMITH 766
ALFRED J. SOLOMON 826
WARREN SPRAY 764
REED SPRINKEL 825
RAYMOND M . STRAND 827
‘OLIVIER L. TESSIER 766
OLIVIER L. TESSIER 766
CHARLES E. TRINKLE 826
JAMES VAN NOSTRAND 765
CARL H. V0SS 826
JOHN A. WAGENER 461
MONROE J. WALL 496
RICHARD A. WARRINGTON 827
LAWRENCEP  WEAKLEY 824
JACK A WILLIAMS 825
ROYE. WILLIAMS 765
WILLIAM F. WILSON 826
CLEO V. WINTER 766
ARTHUR L YOUNG 765



CERIGNOLA RED CROSS CLUB
(vicinity of the Piazza Duomo)

BORSE DI STUDIO U.S.A.

Da diversi anni si & costitui-
ta negli U.S.A. la «461 st and
484 th Bomb Groups Associa-
tion», a cui aderiscono gli
aviatori americani che, du-
rante l'ultima guerra mondia-
le, furono di stanza nella base
aerea di « Torretta ».

Tra le altre finalita di que-
sta Associazione vi & quella di
ricordare e onorare quegli
aviatori appartenenti ai pre-
detti groups 461 e 484 che
non fecero ritorno in patria.

A tal fine ha istituito due
borse di studio di 500 dollari
ciascuna da assegnare a due
studenti italiani frequentanti
gli istituti di istruzione supe-
riore.

I requisiti per I'attribuzio-

ne delle predette borse sono:
1) appartenenza a famiglia
che nel periodo 1944-45 vive-
va nella zona di Torretta;
2) merito scolastico e disagia-
te condizioni economiche che
indichino un effettivo benefi-
cio ed aiuto nella prosecuzio-
ne degli studi.

Tale progetto, che sara am-
pliato nei prossimi anni, & di-
retto dai sigg. Donaldson,
Markel e Goree che hanno
scelto come loro agente e rap-
presentante per |'Italia il no-
stro concittadino prof. Um-
berto Albanese.

Pertanto tutti coloro che
sono interessati all’assegna-
zione delle borse di studio in
questione devono inoltrare

domanda in carta semplice,
entro il 30 maggio 1985, alla
«461 e 484 Bomb Groups As-
sociation» e indirizzarla al
prof. Umberto Albanese, via
XXV Aprile n. 3.

La domanda deve contene-
re tutti gli elementi necessari
alla individuazione dei candi-
dati e dei loro requisiti.

Si consiglia di inoltrare la
domanda anche agli studenti
che non si trovino nella con-
dizione sub 1); cid al fine di
segnalare i pitt meritevoli al-
I'’Associazione, nella ipotesi
che non vengano prodotte do-
mande da alunni appartenen-
ti a famiglie che nel periodo
1944-45 risiedevano nella zo-
na di Torretta.

The clipping, shown a left,
cut from one of the leading
newspapers of central Italy that
reported  the Scholarship
awards program of the 461 St

& 484th  Bomb  Groups
Association. It says that the
Association  formed  from

personnel from the 461st &
484th Bomb Groups, based a
Torretta  during WWII  have
established a scholarship
program to memorialize the
fallen airmen who did not
return afier the warTwo awards
of 8500 each will be given out
next year (1986). to two
qualified students from families
who resided in the vicinity of
the Airfield a Torretta during
1944, 1945,
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Ganllitops—

UPTOWN DOWN HOME

ALL SYSTEMS GO FOR THE FIFTH
REUNION IN SAN ANTONIO

DATES: THURSDAY NOVEMBER 13 TO
SUNDAY NOVEMBER 16, 1986
CITY: SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS, PLACE; SAN
ANTONIO MARRIOTT HOTEL

TENTATIVE SCHEDULE SET

THE SAN ANTONIO MARRIOTT
711 EAST RIVERWALK
SAN ANTONIO,TEXAS 78205

Members and guests not familiar with downtown San
Antonio,are in for a treat. The San Antonio River
winds gracefully to and fro across the mid-section of
the city tying many visitor attractions together. To
enhance its natural state, the riverbanks were beautified
with flowers, shrubbery, embankments, and walkways.
Arched bridges span the waterway that plays host to
paddle boats and passenger barges gayly decorated in
bright colors. Along the picturesque shoreline, shops,
hotels, restaurants, and night spots offering libations,
and live entertainment, invite strollers to stop and
enjoy the relaxing atmosphere. This is called the
Riverwalk, Your reunion hotel, the Marriott sits on a
slight bluff overlooking the river. A few steps away
down through the outdoor bar, you can catch a boat
that will take you anywhere on the river. Just two
blocks away the historic Alamo waits patiently for
your visit.

Check in Time 4PM , Check out 12PM. The 59.00
room rate is available two days prior and two days after
the reunion. We are expecting a large turnout for this
reunion, so we are urging all members to reserve early
to avoid disappointment. Please use the enclosed
reservation envelope for guaranteed rooms. For your
added convenience reservation phone numbers are
listed. 800-228-9200 or 512-224-4555.

A multi story parking facility adjoins the hotel.

Convenient bus service is available from the airport
to the hotel.



Consolidated Liberator B-24M-21-FO (Ford built) s/n 44-51228, on static
display at Lackland AFB. This model sported a two piece windshield,
and fuel quantity indicators for the outboard "Tokyo" tanks (Engineers:
remember transferring fuel until the fuel pressure dropped?). Used in ice
research, this "Lib" was last flown in 1954. Clark Ecton photo 825 Sq.

Sperry Ball Turret, displayed at the Lackland AFB Museum, was used by
both the B-17, and B-24. Cramped and cold it suffered one indignity not
shared by the other turrets. That being in the direct path of the forward
relief tubes. Clark Ecton photo 825 Sq.
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NEW FILMS TO BE SHOWN AT
THE REUNION

Bring The Kids, Show Them
What Daddy Did In The War

We want to advise all personnel that the
complete series of the Air Force Story
will be shown during the run of the
reunion along with three new additions
to films shown at past reunions. They
are; The Willow Run Story*, Pre Flight
Inspection of the B-24, and How to Fly
the B-24. Also available for showing
are: 12 O' Clock High, Air Force, The
Home Front, and Normandy to Berlin.
All features will be shown in VHS
format, in two mini theaters adjacent to
the hospitality room. All that's missing
is the popcorn and we will provide that.

*Donated By Roger Nixon (765S5q.)

A e

et et

AIR BASE TOUR
See The Air Fields where You
Trained

The state of Texas was used extensively
during the war for pilot and aircrew
training because of its dry climate
allowing almost unlimited days for
aviation training. With numerous schools
and airfields scattered across the great
expanse of land many of our members
had a stop or two in Texas before going
into combat. Members attending the
reunion are encouraged to visit some of
these sites, such as Laredo, or
Harlington, (gunnery school sites).
Harlington, just down the coast from San
Antonio, is the home of the Confederate
Air Force, where warbirds of WWII are
flown and displayed.

Arrangements are being made
for an all day bus tour of Lackland Air
Force Base, Kelly AFB, and Randoph
AFB. Lackland has many aircraft of
WWII  vintage on static display
throughout the base and surrounding the
parade  ground.  Included is a
B-24M-21-FO B-17 (How did that thing
get in?), P-47,P-38, P-51, and a Bell
RP-63G-1-BE King Cobra.

One of the problems faced with
conventional aerial gunnery training was
that shooting at tow targets in the air
or targets on the ground did not duplicate
an enemy fighter turning in to attack a
bomber.



The RP-63, (a later version of the
P-39), was employed in a most unusual
way during the war. Its skin and cockpit
windows were reinforced so that frangible
ammunition could be used for live
gunnery practice Whenever hits were
scored a red light would flash at the wing
tip like a pin ball machine, thus it
acquired the name "Ping-Pong". With
this innovation it was now possible to
train gunners to shoot at attacking
fighters with a higher degree of accuracy.
Gunners don't miss seeing this special
aircraft.

MEMORABILIA INVITED

Members and guests are urged to bring
albums, documents, slides and film to
share at the squadron dinners. Rare slides
and home movies taken during training
and overseas should be converted to VHS
two hour mode video tape for ease of
showing and protection of the original
material. An 8MM movie projector and a
slide projector will be available on a
stand by basis. Please advise us early of
what special material you plan to bring
to the reunion.

REUNION HINTS

The weather in November is generally
quite  pleasant, with night time
temperatures dropping slightly. Guests
are reminded to bring jackets and
sweaters for the evening riverwalk stroll.
A few pieces of summer clothes should
be packed to enjoy the sunny days also.
Remember to bring cameras and plenty
of film.

BANQUET SEATING PLAN

We liked the seating plan that was used
at the 15Th Air Force Reunion and will
adopt it for this year's reunion. A large
bulletin board will be placed near the
registration area displaying a diagram of
the numbered tables. Members and
Guests can then write their preference
inside the table  circle.  This
accommodates friends who want to sit
together . Each table will seat 10,

For the benefit of early risers, coffee
and danish pastries will be provided in
the hospitality suite Thursday and Friday
mornings.

P-47D on display at Lackland AFB.The P-47 was based on the popular
Seversky P-35 of pre-war days. The P-43 Lancer, a later version with a
bottom mounted super charger that was already obsolete by European
standards, was enlarged to hold the 2000HP Pratt & Whitney engine,
and 8 wing mounted Cal 50 machine guns. As the P-47 now it weighed
twice as much as contemporary fighters with a corresponding high fuel
consumption.Many a fighter pilot saved his life by diving away from his
adversary as no other fighter in the sky could catch him. The P-47 saw
service * with the 325th, and 332nd Fighter Groups of the 15th Air

Force.Clark Ecton photo 825 Sq.

TENTATIVE SCHEDULE

Thursday, November, 13,1986
10AM to 4PM,
Registration second floor.

10AM to 4PM. Displays

and Videos in hospitality suite
Friday, November 14, 1986

10AM tod4PM,
Registration, second
floor

10AM 1o 4PM. Displays
and Videos in hospitality suite

4PM to 5:30PM Annual
Meeting

IPM to 10PM Squadron
Dinners

Saturday, November 15, 1986
9AM Bus tour to air bases
10AM to 12PM Displays

5:30Pm Bus tour returns to

open

hotel

6PM to 7PM Reception
second floor lobby

IPM to 11:30PM, Grand
Banquet, speeches, dancing
Sunday, November 16, 1986
9AM to 12PM ,Memorial
Brunch
End of meeting

Service and
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GET YOUR CREW MEMBERS TO
ATTEND

At one reunion, a man who served at
Torretta approached the registration desk
somewhat disgruntled for some unknown
reason and proceeded to give one of our
ladies at the registration table a bad
time. Someone from the back of the line
who was waiting to register called out
his name. He turned to face the caller
and slowly a expression of recognition
crossed his face until it was replaced by
a broad grin. They rushed to each other
to embrace for a long moment before he
returned to the desk and threw down his
wallet and said," Take what you want, I
just met an old buddy and I'm having the
time of my life."

Why not experience the same feeling
with your own crew, tent mates, or
buddies. Write them or call them to- day,
and make arrangements to meet at the
MAX EFFORT reunion in San
Antonio.



B-24 LIBERATOR PRODUCTION SERIAL NUMBERS DEBUGGED
THE MOST PRODUCED ALLIED AIRCRAFT OF WORLD WAR TWO

A B-24] autographed by Consolidated employees to commemorate the completion of the 5000th Consolidated B-24. This

aircraft served with the 15th Air Force and had to make two forced landings on the Island of Vis after losing engines in combat
operations. This photo shows a Consolidated Aircraft test crew about to board for a factory test flight. Bob Waag Photo.

44-10484, a B-24-]-50-CF, of the 826 Squadron,( note the last 3
numbers) a Consolidated, Fort Worth, Texas built aircraft. Note that
the deicer boots have been removed to save weight and increase
performance. If you compare subtle differences in the two models
shown here, there is an extra window installed just aft of the
bombardier's station in this J model but is not in the G model
shown in other photo.An important innovation incorporated first in
the field and then picked up in later production models with the
plexiglas enclosed waist window that reduced drag considerably and
reduced the draft at the waist window. Rod Stewart Photo 826 Sq.

42-78224 (first 4 not shown) a B-24-G-10-NT assigned to either the
766 or767squadron. The 461st rudder insignia and crew number that
were painted in red appear very light because the photograph was
taken through a red filter to darken the sky, but at the same time
lightens red colored objects. It was assembled in Dallas, Texas by
North American from kits supplied by either Ford or Consolidated.

The airplane depicted sports an Emerson nose turret, giving
evidence that its origin may have been a Ford kit. Note the two
small windows installed just above the camera door below and aft of
the waist window. The J model shown in the other photo eliminated
these windows.George F. Brinker photo 461 St BG.
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B-24 LIBERATOR PRODUCTION SERIAL NUMBERS DEBUGGED
THE MOST PRODUCED ALLIED AIRCRAFT OF WORLD WAR TWO

B-24 SERIAL NUMBERS
HOW TO IDENTIFY YOUR LIBERATOR

The aircraft serial number can tell you
which of the five factories the B-24 was
made in and can reveal the model number
and sub group as well. The first two
digits signify the fiscal year the contract
was signed for a particular batch. Thus
the prefix 42- shows a fiscal 1942
contract date. The planes in most cases
were delivered after that date. Later on
during the war, the first digit was often
dropped from the one shown on the
horizonal stabilizer, it being assumed the
war would end before 1950, so there
would be no need to show the number 4
signifying 1940-49. The next number
was assigned in blocks of five to the
various manufacturers.  Thus 44-41149
was a B-24]-200 model built by
Consolidated Aircraft in San Diego,
California. The numbers 149 in the
above example are the serial numbers
44-41(149) The two letter code following
the model designator stenciled on the left
side of the aircraft below and slightly
forward of the pilots sliding window
identified the factory and location.

CF=Consolidated, Ft Worth,TX
C0=Consolildated , San Diego,CA
DT=Douglas, Tulsa,0OK

FO=Ford, Willow Run,MI
NT=North American,Dallas, TX

Thus a B-24L-20 FO would be a Ford
built at Willow Run, Michigan B-24L

- different

Sub-model 20.

Model Numbers of the B-24
Series

Model No Built Factory
XB-24 1 cO
LB-30A 6 (6(0]
YB-24 1 co
B-24A 9 CO
LIB II 140 CO
B-24C 9 CO
B-24D 2728 CO,CF
B-24E 801 CF,FO,DT
B-24G 430 NT
B-24H 3100 CF,FO,DT
B-24] 6678 CO,CF,FO,DT,NT
B24L 1667 CO,FO
B-24M 2593 CO,FO
XB-2dN 1 FO
YB-24N 7 FO

It can be seen from this list that more H
and J models were built than any other.
Original equipment for the 461St &
484th Bomb Groups were either J or H
models. It is reported that a few earlier
models may have been substituted as it
is known that the groups of the 15Th
Air Force did swap planes from time to
time as needs dictated. Replacement
crews ferrying aircraft to the groups
delivered J, and H models as well as L
and M models.

All B-24 types manufactered, including
the C-87 all cargo version, and naval
patrol bombers total 19,256. There were
more B-24 series built in the United
States than any other aircraft type,
including the B-17.

Selected serial numbers of models used
by the 461St & 484Th Bomb Groups.
Each block number represents variations
to the basic model. The factories were
dependent on the many vendors who
manufactured and supplied parts to
aircraft factories. As an example, the
Buick division of General Motors
manufactured the R-1830 engines for
certain block numbers while Pratt &
Whitney provided engines for other
blocks. Chandler-Evans and Stromberg
supplied carburetors. The Chandler-Evans
carburetor had different fuel flow
settings than the Stromberg, and had to
be adjusted accordingly.While these
slight differences were reflected in
model numbers, the flight
characteristics were often quite
noticeable. Some crews had very strong
dislikes for Ford built air-craft while
others preferred them.

The sub model numbers are not shown

in the following serial numbers:

41-28574 to 41-29006 B-24H-DT
41-29116 to 41-28608 B-24H-CF
42-7465 to 42-7769 B-24H-FO
42-50277 to 42-50451 B-24H-CF
42-50452 to 42-50508 B-24H-CF
42-50509 to 42-51076 B-24]- FO
42-51077 to 42-51225 B-24H-DT
42-51226 to 42-51430 B-24]- DT
42-51431 to 42-52076 B-24]-FO
42-52077 to 42-52776 B-24]- FO
42-64047 to 42-64394 B-24]- CF
42-64432 to 42-64501 B-24H- CF
42-72964 to 42-73514 B-24]- CO
42-78475 to 42-78794 B-24]- NT
42-94729 to 42-95503 B-24H- FO
42-95504 to 42-95628 B-24]- FO
42-99736 to 42-99935 B-24]- CF
42-99936 to 42-100435 B-24]- QO
42-109789 42-110188 B-24J- CO
44-10253 to 44-10752 B-24J- CF
44-28061 to 44-28276 B-24]- NT
44-40049 to 44-41389 B-24]J- QO
44-41390 to 44-41806 B-24L- QO
44-41807 to 44-42722 B-24M-FO
44-44049 to 44-44501 B-24]-CF
44-48754 to 44-49001 B-24]-FO
44-49001 to 44-50251 B-24L-FO
44-50252 to 44-51928 B-24M-FO

Model variations and manufacturing
differences could result in varying flight
characteristics. Fuel burn out, to use an
example, could vary considerably. This
might explain why some crews flying
certain aircraft on a particular mission
would use more fuel than the mission
plan and run into great difficulty
reaching base, while others would land
with reserve fuel. When it was practical
from an operational standpoint, crews
were often assigned to one or two aircraft
in the squadron for this Very reason, so
that they could become familiarized with
a particular plane's idiosyncrasies.

Also of interest is to note that the first
B-24 weighed about 30,000 pounds
while a fully loaded B-24] would gross
about 71,000 1lbs nmaking them
increasingly difficult to fly in formation
at operational altitudes of 19,000 to
21,000 feet. A formation stick that
worked through the C-1 autopilot was
added to later models to relieve the strain
on the pilots.



As the aircraft grew heavier it was
learned that the lift created by the
fuselage could be utilized by flying the
plane " on the step”. The plane was
flown to its cruise altitude and then the
tail was lowered slightly and the engine
power setting was adjusted for minimum
burn out.It was for this reason that the
fuel quantity gauges were so unreliable.
They could only be read with the plane
flying straight and level, so if the nose
was dropped to read the fuel gauges,
valuable altitude could be lost. Many
flight engineers calculated fuel burnout
by use of cruise control charts. However
this wasn't too practical during combat
when everyone was busy warding off
enemy fighters. Another idiosyncrasy of
the B-24 was that on climb out with full
tanks, fuel would syphon out of the filler
caps because the caps located on the top
of the wing were placed at the highest
point so that the tanks could be filled to
the top, but this location also coincided
with the area of the wing that produced
the most lift or suction.The outboard fuel
tanks, referred to as the Tokyo tanks did
not have any means of determining fuel
quantity at all. The usual practice was to
transfer fuel from these tanks and when
the fuel pressure started to drop the tanks
were assumed to be empty. This
oversight was comrected in the later L and
M models Compared to today's modern
jetliners, the aircraft of WWII were ‘as

I -

primitive as the Wright Brothers first North American Aircraft production of B-24s at Dallas, Texas. Many aircraft plants located
flyer would be compared with the planes in the southwestern states often completed production work outside when weather permitted.
of WWILNow it can be understood why In this photo propellers are being installed using a small hut that is moved from engine to
so0 many crews ran out of gas returning engine as each prop is hung. This photo shows the paddle blade design propellers that
to base. replaced the slim props used’on the earlier B-24D series. Bob Waag Photo.

B-24'S ON VIEW AT MUSEUMS
OF THE OVER 19,000 PRODUCED ONLY
A HANDFUL ARE LEFT

B-24 Models can be seen at the Museums
listed below. The bus tour at the 1986
reunion in San Antonio will visit
Lackland AFB, so our members can see
the static display of aircraft that includes
a B-17 and a B-24.

LB-30, Confederate Air Force,
Harlington,Texas

B-24), Pima County Museum, Tucson,
Airzona

B-24], March Airforce Base, California.
B-24D Airforce Museum, Dayton, Ohio
B-24M Lackland Airforce Base, San
Antonio, Texas

THE LIBERATOR IN THE LAKE,
NEWS UPDATE

In the last issue of the Torretta Flyer
there was a story of the B-24 from the
461St BG that crashed into Huntington
Lake, California on a training mission
when the group was based at Hammer
Field,( Fresno) California. A news update
on that story appeared in the fall issue
1985 of the Liberator Club's
"BRIEFING": "Here in California some
veterans found a B-24D wing in a salvage
yard and moved it to the Stockton
airport. The wing,it turns out belonged to
the Liberator that went down on
December 6,1943 and was found in
Huntington Lake in 1955 when part of
the aircraft was salvaged. A club called
the Stockton WW11Warbird Group still
hopes to find more".



A AT i e S

Malta, IL THE LAST MISSION

Dear Bud: I am sorry the crew picture and
photos of the three crew members has
taken so long to reach you. The snap
shots were taken at the 1983 reunion.

We have lost two crewmen since the
pictures were taken, James Gough passed
away  January 27, 1985 of cancer.
Kenneth Monsell died March 5, 1985
from complications of emphysema. Jim
Gough expressed his desire to see
everyone before they all went to the
giant B-24 in the sky. Ken too was
planning one last trip to see his crew,
but didn't make it.

The long delay was caused by an injury "
I had due to a fall on the ice. It required James Gough, Bombardier ( deceased)

knee surgery. stands left with crew members Ray
Sure hope you folks are all well Foss,Pilot; and Ken Munsell, Nose
Gunner (deceased) Photo taken at the

Ray and Carilyn Foss (826Sq.) 1983 reunion in Williamsburg, Virginaia,

Crew of Ray Foss 826 Sq. Back row from left Gaylord Canter,Ball Gunner; Kenneth Monsell, Nose Gunner (deceased); Leonard
Marshall, Radio Operator; John Bodine,Engineer; William Robinson, Waist Gunner; and Thomas Price, Tail Gunner. Front row
kneeling from left James Gough, Bombardier (deceased); Walter Fair,Navigator; George De Lawten, Co-pilot (deceased); and Ray
Foss, Pilot. Photo taken at Topeka, Kansas. Ray Foss photo.
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The Last Mission

L T

Donald W Hofmann,(ASN 35547423) a
member from the 765 Squadron has
passed away. He served as an automotive
equipment mechanic,(MOS 014), and last
lived in Lima, Ohio. He is survived by a
niece,April Conway of W. Palm Beach,
Florida.

Joseph C. Brlansky,(ASN 13157945)a
member from the 765 Squadron  died
March 8,1985 from massive lung and
brain tumors. He was the radio operator,
(MOS 747) on crew #30. He was reported
missing in action April 24,1944, on a
mission to Bucharest, Roumania. He
subsequently was taken prisoner and
made a POW at Stalag Luft III West
Camp.
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Donald A. Anderson,Navigator on Tony
Nahkunst's crew, 764 Squadron, died of
natural causes, November 7,1984.






















































