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About this Issue.

One of the fears your Editor al-
ways faces when starting a new issue
of the Flyer is that there won't be
enough material to fill up the pages,
and invariably I always seem to end
up with more than enough. Through
the generosity of Martin Bowman
two fine stories appear in this issue,

Glenn Miller Story

Glenn Miller, Missing, Pre-
sumed Murdered, and B-24 Libera-
tors in RAF Service. I picked the
Glenn Miller story because the con-
troversy over his disappearance con-
tinues to interest many people from
around the world. His popularity
seems to have grown way beyond
what would have occurred had he
lived his normal life span. The fact is,
his music was universally loved not
only by the British, and the Ameri-
cans, but by the people of the axis
powers as well. How else can you
explain the many airings of his music
by Axis Sally ?

Liberators in RAF Service

British Liberators is another in-
teresting story from WWII because
their experience with the aircraft was
different than ours. Remember how
we all smoked in our aircraft and why
it would have been impossible not to
smoke with the stress of some of
those missions. Well, the British had
the ash trays stripped from their ships
and they were forbidden to smoke in
the air. What a brave lot they were.
See the story that starts on Page 15

Chester C Busch

We had achance to enjoy a visit
with Chester C Busch, deputy CO
484th BG and his wife, Betty, at the
Dearborn reunion. He graciously
loaned me his scrap book that in-
cluded the No 1 copy of the 484th BG
Statistical Summaries of Combat Op-
erations written by Chester C Busch
himself. Itis time to include this work
in the Flyer and so it appears starting
onpage 22.A Photocopied version of
the Summaries has been on display at
the reunions.
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John Beitling’s Contribution

John Beitling has been a B-24
historian for many years. His interest
has been the tracking of every B-24
built. The story that appears on pages
6 to 10 is a result of his pouring over
countless Missing Air Crew Records.
The reports did not always show the
aircraft name which accounts for the
many missing ones. I added a few
serial numbers to this list from look-
ing at photographs inthe Association’s
collection of crash photos. In the
course of responding to John's many
requests for information, I finally was
able to add a list of the B-24 Serial
Numbers that appear on Movement
Orders thatmembers have been send-
ing in to us these many years. The
complete list will be published in a
future issue. As you can see we have
Tun out of room in this issue.

I want to thank Martin Bowman
and John Beitling for their generosity
in sharing their work that took many
hours, months and years to complete.
This issue is dedicated to the two of
them from a grateful editor.

The 484th Bomb Group
Missions

We have published for the first
time the mission list of the 484th
Bomb Group as it appeared in the
Statistical Summaries. See page 27.
Members submitting stories of their
war experiences for publication in
the Flyer can use this list as well as the
Combat Losses List to help establish
the dates and targets for their narra-
tives. It is hoped these lists will jog
the memories a bit so that more mate-
rial will be available for publication.

The Torretta Flyer Itself

It was my intention when the
organization was formed that when
time permitted a history of the 484th
Bomb Group would be written. As
you can tell, time never permitted.
But as it tums out, the Torretta Flyers
already contain much that would be
included in a history, this issue espe-
cially adds to this. So do continue to
send in your diaries, and war stories.

Issue No 23 Fall-Winter 1992

Copyright © 1992. Reproduction
without permission is prohibited.

The Torretta Flyer is the of official publication of
the 484th Bomb Group Association. Normal dis-
tribution is limited to members only. Requests for
copies from non members should be directed to
the editor.

Contributions of stories, articles, memorabilia,
and graphic materials to the Torretta Flyer are
always welcome. Clean typewritten manuscripts
and Microsoft Word disks are preferable. Other
forms are acceptable also. Please contact the edi-
tor for further information.

The Torretta Flyer reports primarily on the history
of air warfare during WWII and the accomplish-
ments of members of the 484th Bomb Group
during WWII. From time to time the magazine
will cover other subject matter related to aeronau-
tical events as material becomes available. Readers
are encouraged to submit their own stories or
material from other sources.

Editor, Bud Markel
Associate Editor, Bea Markel

Board of Directors 1992-1993

484th Bomb Group, Bud Markel.

Bea Markel, Frank Valdez, John Billings, and
Charles McKew.

Scholarship Committee, Chris
Donaldson, Ed Goree, Ross J Wilson

Membership Committee
Charles McKew

Publicity Committee, Clark Ecton
AdolphMarcus, Harold Toomey,Bud Pressel John
Billings.

Direct all inquiries to the Editor, Torretta
Flyer, 1122 Ysabel St. Redondo Beach,
CA 90277-4453, USA. Phone (310) 316-3330

Torretta Flyer No # 23 Winter 1992-93




News of the Association

The Dearborn Reunion

Warm, sunny weather and a host hotel
of unusual beauty, the Dearborn Inn, helped
make the 1992 reunion, in Dearborn, Michi-
gan, a memorable one for all of the guests
who attended. The ladies enjoyed a tour to
the nearby Ford Estate. Members and guests
also toured the Yankee Air Force Museum,
located near the Willow Run Bomber plant
of WWII fame, (where Ford built all those
B-24s). The building is presently used by
General Motors. The Henry Ford Museum
and Greenfield Village, astone’s throw from
the hotel was also a major attraction for
attendees.

Because the Dearborn Inn was located
away from a commercial center many infor-
mal lunch and dinner meetings took place
during the reunion that in themselves be-
came happy mini reunions.

At the banquet Saturday evening
Ellsworth Goodell was presented with a
much belated DFC by his pilot Vincent
O'Shea, who had reminded the War Depart-
ment that Goodell's DFC was not awarded to
him because of a quick change of station
when the European war ended so abruptly in
May of 1945.

The Color guard under the direction of
T/Sgt Jacob Williams of the Michigan Air
Guard put on a spirited parading of the
colors that drew immediate approval from
the attendees. The pride in which the airmen
carried the flags and their precise military
turns, and bearing awakened warm patriotic
feelings.

The Ed Burg Orchestras’ up-tempo
beat added to the happy mood of the evening.
Their jazz style interpretations of the old
standards of the 40's drew large numbers of
guests to the dance floor. The music sounded
so good to Lyle Gressitt, a professional jazz
singer, and daughter of member Tillman
Gressitt, she joined the band to sing many
songs. Ed Burg along with everyone else
was very impressed. He wanted to hire Lyle
right on the spot.

Chaplain Kenton R Gottschalk deliv-
ered the banquet invocation Saturday
evening and performed the memorial ser-
vice Sunday moming with a true warmth of
understanding. He had deployed with the
Air Guard to Gioia several times and was
surprised to find out that Gioia had served
during WWII as a replacement depot.

Art Shaw of the 827 squadron came
to the reunion with silver nylon jackets that
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were imprinted with the association logo
making them quite attractive. One wasraffled
off to raise money for the Scholarship Fund.
Harry Watkins 827 Squadron held the win-
ning ticket. It fit as if it were special ordered
for him Members interested in obtaining a
similar jacket from Art can contact him
through the association.

The Dearborn reunion was a huge
success.

Annual Meeting Report

The annual business meeting took place
on Saturday moming, September 26, 1992,
at 10 AM. The minutes of the last meeting
and financial report were approved and the
written report prepared by Chris Donaldson,
representing the Memorial Scholarship Com-
mittee, was given, indicating that the 1991
scholarship awards which were to have been
presented in the spring of 1992, have been
delayed until the 1992-1993 school year in
Cerignola and that the precise date and time
in April or May of 1993, will be set by the
Cerignolaeducational administratorsheaded
by Prof. Umberto Albanese.

Name of Corporation
Changed

Members in attendance at the annual
meeting approved the change of the corpo-
ration name to the 484th Bomb Group Asso-
ciation, in accordance with the notice of the
annual meeting mailed to all members. For
more details, see the following report of the
annual meeting .

In accordance with the recommenda-
tion of the Board of Directors, the following
proposed changes to the Articles of Incorpo-
ration and the By-Laws were approved by
the required majority of members in atten-
dance The name of the Corporation in the
Articles of Incorporation was changed to
484TH BOMB GROUP ASSOCIATION.

The By-Laws were amended to
included three classes of membership,
regular, honorary and associate, effective
January 1st, 1993, as follows:

Regular members shall be those per-
sons who were formerly members of the
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484th Bomb Group and its support groups
during the years 1944 and 1945, and their
spouses, widows, and lineal descendants.

Honorary members shall be those per-
sons who are not otherwise eligible to be
members of the corporation, but who in the
opinion of the Directors, have performed
services for the Corporation warranting their
appointment as Honorary members.

Associate members shall be those per-
sons who were members of the 461st Bomb
Group during the years 1944 and 1945, their
spouses, widows and lineal descendants, and
any other interested veterans of the United
States Army Forces.

Associate members have all of the privi-
leges of membership with the exception of
voting. Only regular members shall be
entitled to voting rights. Members of the
46lst BG will become associate members
upon renewal of membership after January
1, 1993. The Association extends a warm
invitation to all 461st personnel to renew
their membership.

After approval of these amendments,
the election of directors for the coming year
took place. The directors are: Bud Markel,
BeaMarkel, Frank Valdez, Charles McKew
and John Billings.

The aims of the Association will not
change but reflect the majority participation
of the 484th Bomb Group. For the present,
the Scholarship Awards will continue to be
made in the name of both groups.

Newsof 461st BG activities will still be
published in the Torretta Flyer as material
becomes available. Note that the story of
combat losses of aircraft appearing in this
issue is of both groups.

Other matters discussed, was the re-
quest for an updated membership roster,( a
membership roster of all current members
will be mailed out) and the 1993 reunion site.
The Chairman announced that the 1993 re-
union site and annual meeting will be held in
Harrisburg, Pennsylvania.

The registration gift this year was a B-
24 Liberator 3D pin, pewter color. Mem-
bers, notin attendance, or wishing additional
pins, can order them from the Association
office. Price is $5.00 including postage.

We are most thankful for the services of
Emie Ryan, 826th Sq., and Jack Robson,
826th Sq., who were our local hosts for the
Dearborn area. They worked many hours
making the contacts necessary for asuccess-
ful reunion. We also want to thank Harold
and Audrey Toomey (824th Sq,) Charles
and Agnes Lowell (827th Sq) Ralph and
Caryl Carr, (825th Sq) and Marilyn Weakley
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(824th Sq) for their work at the registration
desk, bus loading, and other go-for help.

Quilting Project Suggested

At one of the gatherings the subject of
quilting came up. There was some talk about
an overall design for the whole quilt or
whether each square would be a separate
work to be assembled as a sort of collage. It
was agreed however that no matter which
plan was adopted that the quilt would be
stitched together at the next reunion in Har-
risburg and putondisplay. We would like to
receive some suggestions from the ladies of
the organization as to whether they would
prefer the overall design theme or would
they be more interested in creating theirown
individual squares. Attendance at the re-
union would not be a prerequisite. It sounds
like a fun thing to do and would certainly
create and strengthen friendship bonds. The
social aspect of the reunions seems to have
become more important as the years go by.
It was also suggested that this activity should
notberestricted to the ladies. The mencould
come up with design proposals and assist in
transferring theirideas to cloth. Thisis not to
suggest that the scantily clad nose art figures
of WWII that adorned our aircraft should be
copied entirely. Your editors would appre-
ciate any feedback on this idea.

93 Reunion
September 30 to October 1,
1993 in Harrisburg, PA.

Plans for the 1993 reunion in Harris-
burg, Pennsylvania are going forward. The
Harrisburg Marriott Hotel will host the 1993
reunion. In the vicinity of Harrisburg, three
interesting places stand out for tour activi-
ties. Nearby is Hershey, Pennsylvania, the
home of the famous chocolate, In Lan-
caster, Pennsylvania Dutch Country, the
home of the Amish, and the Battlefield at
Gettysburg. There will be lots to do and
enjoy.

A Cruise for a Future
Reunion ??

When several members at the Dear-
bornreunion suggested that a future reunion
could be held on a cruise ship of about five
days duration at a cost equal to that of a
conventional reunion, we became interested.

The cruise ships have all of the facilities for
areunion and are also famous for their foods
and service. All this combined with visits to
many places along the way, for shopping or
sight-seeing, make this proposal quite ap-
pealing. Member Harold Meshel (824th Sq)
of Florida has been gathering material from
several cruise lines out of the east coast. If
youhave any ideas or suggestions send them
on to us and we’ll transmit your input to him.

An Italy tour for
1994 ?2.

A Spring 1994 Tourof Italy to coincide
with the Scholarship Awards Ceremony set
for the same time of the year could be
arranged if at least 25 persons want to par-
ticipate.

This could encompass Rome, Assisi
Florence, Venice, Ravenna, Bari, Cerignola,
Capri, Pompei, Cassino, return to Rome via
the Tivoli Gardens. This is only a suggested
itinerary.

The Association would be well repre-
sented at the ceremony and at a dinner to
follow. The recipients are optimistic, articu-
late, yes! In English too, full of energy, and
are fun to be around. The evening would
involve an exchange of ideas and thoughts
between the late, yes! In English too, full of
energy, and are funto be around. The evening
would involve an exchange of ideas and
thoughts between the students and the mem-
bers. Pictures would be taken and exchanged
(Bring your Poloroids). This is the time that
members canshow their pride in the success
of the Scholarship program and of the Asso-
ciation as well.

The pleasures and memories of this
type of social interaction will stay with you
for a long time. It is something nice to plan
and look forward to. Just to see the look on
the awardees faces makes it all worthwhile.
Please contact the office if you are interested
in an 1994 Ttaly tour.

New Membership
Pins

The new 484th Bomb Group Associa-
tion logo that appears in black & white form
on the front page of this flyer will soon be
made into an official membership pin and
will be available for sale beginning in Janu-
ary of 1993 in two styles, tie tack style, and
stickpin (for the ladies) They will replace
the old pins that are now out of stock.
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Contributors to the Scholarship Fund
From January 1992 to November 30, 1992

Arthur Aldene 827 124 EdwardJ  Lechtanski 826 010
Robert C Armbholt 764 141 Charles Lowell 827 161
Frederick A Baldinger 824 220 James D Mackin 767 003
Raymond A Ballard 827 063 Joseph F Malloy 827 117
Clyde S Barr 824 187 Adolph Marcus 824 008
ThomasJ  Bolt 825 162 Given in memory of George
Bouras, Robert Kime, Johin B ONeill,

Edward A  Bumnsed 826 147 and Robert Hughes
Chesterl  Huseh A il Charles A McKew 824 010
RobertP  Bush 827 157 Bud McRorie 765 097
Given in memory of Judson W Moore 766 048
Jimmy Ryan, William HYoung, and John Morgan 484 003
Malcom ‘W McAfee Barrow F Neale 826 055
Clarence L Bush 824 055 Leonard A  Nucero 824 221
Ralph W Carr 825 018 Vincent W O'Shea 826 046
James T Chafin Jr 825 098 Sidney Ostrovsky 827 040
George Christie 765 010 Richard W Peters 826 097
Given in memory of Seymour Tenner Louis A Peterson 826 122
WilliamJ  Delanzo 827 116 James D Pool 827 194
Given in memory of Louis J DeLanzo Harold D Pressel Jr 825 121
JamesDenny 825 163 Kemneth]  Querry 825 140
Robert]  Dieker 824 223 Harold Ralph Rigg 827 162
Fred Dierksmeier 826 047 Mrs. Walter Rix 824 156
Joseph Dondero 826 015 Given in memory of Husband Walter Rix,
Peter Drill 484 007 John H Robson Jr 826 120
Jay K Dudley 764 075 EmestM Ryan Sr. 826 113
ColinE Dye 826 093 Arthur]  Scholl 825 131

iven in me ith Hamilton Clande F Schroeder 827 002
granklin S magyng:sﬂ(g 824 ()’gg Edward Schwartz 826 058
Joseph J Ercole 824 006 Lesley L Seyler 827 197
Chester R  Evans 826 105 Charles G  Shaffer 827 005
Stanley L  Forster 826 063 Richard A Sites 824 129
Bill Franklin 766 065 Raymond L Snyder 826 066
Robert W Garvey 825 144 Alfred J Solomon 826 009
Anthony  Giammattei 827 168 Reed Sprinkel 825 007
Ellsworth  Goodell 826 039 Raymond M Strand 827 088
TillmanJ  Gressitt 827 147 Stanley Szemreylo 827 079
Russ) Hawes 827 185 Robert W Tissing 824 133
Joe Hebert 826 006 M Toomey 824 023
Mike Hendrickson 824 005 DavidR  Ward 826 087
John Hicks 826 037 Richard A Warrington 827 091
Eugene W  Hildebrand 825 142 Harry R Watkins 827 196
Harry K Hubertz 824 183 Mrs.LP Weakley 824 103
John D Jacobs 827 144 Bob Wehner 827 165
VemonC  Janke 825 133 EdwardJ]  Whalen 827 121
Mike Karwoski 824 167 Orville L Wildman 826 017
Robert M Kelliher 765 008 Gussie L Willett 827 198
JRussell  Kelsey 827 193 Ross J Wilson 824 137
Paul W Kerr 826 038 William F~ Wilson 826 089
WilliamT  Kesey 766 006 Given in memory of Ray Foss
George E Kolbe 826 061 Thomas R Woolcott 824 014
John F Konop 824 151 Richard A Yunghans 826 107
Frederick D Kuhn 826 023
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