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Inspecting flak damage 484th BG (1-1) '42-94738 "Knockout" 827 Sq.(1-3)

JU-88 D1 Trop S/N 43-0650 at Wright Field shortly after arrival from Cairo, first Atlantic crossing of a JU 88. See
story starting on page 26 (1-2)



About This Issue

This issue of the Flyer contains only two stories as both are quite lengthy.
To fit them in at full length most of our regular features have been omitted. The
scholarship report, letters to the editor, obituaries, and other news will be
included in the next issue slated for mid summer publication. Your patience in
this matter is greatly appreciated.

484th Bomb Group History Page 4

The 484th Bomb histories were gleaned from a micro film reel, as you will
note the first three months of combat operations were omitted, and are not
available at this time, but will be included in a future issue of the Flyer. It took
some time to assemble as the monthly reports were not written in the same style.
This may be due to the fact that perhaps the original work had many authors.
There were at least two micro film reels made of the 484th BG Historic
Summaries that I know of and there may be more. For that reason some readers
may find errors and / or omissions in the version printed in this issue. Please
advise us of corrections so that they may be added to the record.

Micro films originate from Maxwell Field, Alabama, that is the prime
repository of Army Air Force records of WWII. These film reel histories may
not agree with the combat records in the National Archives.

The complete combat records of the 484th Bomb Group are stored in the
National Archives at the Suitland, Maryland facility. The records are boxed
generally by mission bundle. The bundles generally include, 1) the combat
orders, and annexes or changes as they came from Group HQ, 2) Flimsies, 3)
Mission Maps, 4) Aircraft numbers, by serial Number and nose number, 5) crew
members assigned to each aircraft, and 6) bombing analysis. Members wishing
toreview the records may do so by first getting a pass at the main archive building
in downtown Washington, DC.

The JU 88 Story Page 26

You may wonder why photos of a Junkers JU 88, an enemy aircraft, grace
the front and back pages of this issue of the Flyer instead of the usual B-24? Read
on.

When I first read the story "First Junker JU-88 Flight Across the Atlantic"
by Maj./Gen. Warner E. Newby in the Friends Journal, the publication of the Air
Force Museum, I was intrigued by the quality of the JU-88. You might remember
that it was the JU-88 that bombed Bari Harbor in December of 1943, doing great
damage to the ships anchored there. Much of the supplies intended for the 15th
Air Force were sent to the bottom of the harbor and would not be recovered for
many months afterwards. In that the 484th Bomb Group will be holding its 1995
reunion in Dayton, Ohio, where this same aircraft is on display, this makes-anice
tie in with the 484th's "95" reunion. The story and photographs are reprinted by
the gracious permission of the author, Maj./Gen. Warner E Newby.

You might remember also that the JU 88 was also used in coordinated
attacks on bomber missions put up primarily by the 8th Air Force, and may have
been utilized similarly against 15th Air Force missions as well. See Brian D.
O'Neil's book "Half a Wing, Three Engines, and a Prayer." As a side note to
General Newby's story, the Luftwaffe did not have high octane fuel available
during the Battle of Britain as did the Spitfires and Hurricanes of the RAF. 100
octane fuel allowed higher power settings for the RAF aircraft. The JU-88 was
designed to use low octane fuel as the story states. Further information on the JU
88 can be obtained from the book "Junkers JU 88, Star of the Luftwaffe" by
Manfred Griehl. '
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News Of The Association

300 Members Attend
the Harrisburg Reunion

Beautiful Spring- like weather greeted 300 members and
guests gathering for the 1993 reunion in Harrisburg, PA at the
Harrisburg Marriott Hotel. Nearby Hershey of chocolate fame and
the Amish villages of Pennsylvania Dutch Country in Lancaster
County were both big draws for member and guests. Both tours, the
one to Hershey - Lancaster, and the one to Gettysburg proved very
popular. The registration gift this year was a 484th Bomb Group
Association embroidered insignia patch. Members not in atten-
dance, or wishing additional patches, can order from the Associa-
tion office. See PX Items listed.

The 5-member color guard company from Carlisle Barracks,
presented the colors, including the Association Group flags at the
banquet on Saturday evening. Our speaker at the banquet was
Stephen Bowman from the War College at Carlisle Barracks, where
he holds the position of Director. US Army Military History
Institute. His presentation was a very timely and moving salute to
our members, as well as all of the WWII veterans. The invocation
at the banquet, as well as the Memorial Service on Sunday morning
was given by Chaplain Candidate Michael Burgess (US Army
Ranger, Infantry Airborne), accompanied by his wife and 6-month
old son, the youngest attendee at the reunion. The music for listening
and dancing was provided by the Executives. Judging by the guests
on the dance floor when the band played "Good night" The band was
a hit.

Because of the hotel's inability to provide our Group with the
allocated exhibit room space and registration area for the first day of
the reunion, your President successfully negotiated with the man-
agement and as a result, the Harrisburg Marriott has made a $1,000
contribution to the Assciation's Memorial Scholarship Fund.

We are most thankful for the services of Bud Pressel (825th
Sq), our local host for the Pennsylvania area, who provided so many
of the contacts, as well as those delectable snack packages for our
guests from a local Harrisburg admirer of our WWII air force
veterans. We also want to thank Harold and Audrey Toorney (824th
Sq) Charles and Agnes Lowell (827th Sq) Ralph Carr (825th Sq)
and Bunny Tissing, for all of their help.

Annual Meeting Report

Scholarship Awards
The annual business meeting took place on Saturday morning,

October 2, 1993, at 10 AM. The minutes of the last meeting and
financial report were approved. Chris Donaldson, representing the
Memorial Scholarship Committee, gave his report, that the four
scholarship award recipients for 1993 had been selected by Prof.
Umberto Albanese and his advisors. The award ceremony to be held
on October 23, 1993 at the Technical Institute in Cerignola. The
awardees are: David Borelli, Rosmunda Bufo, Stefania Costa and
Antonietta Gisario.

Asmany of you already know the eligibility for grants requires
that the students must be offspring of persons living on or near the
airfield at Torretta and the Cerignola area. The Italian student
scholarship awards program continues to attract favorable and
considerable media attention in the Foggia/Cerignola area . The
Committee and Association recognizes with gratitude the efforts
made on our behalf by Professor Albanese. Your continuing
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contributions to the scholarship fund are a measure of the support of
the program.

Recommendatons were made by the Committee with member-
ship approval, that Scholarship Fund Awards be extended to stu-
dents in the US, in addition to the Italian Awards program. The
Committee will work on this.

In accordance with the notice of the annual meeting for the
purpose of electing directors for the year 1993-1994, the election of
directors took place. The directors are: Bud Markel, Beatrice
Markel, Frank Valdez, John Billings, and Charles McKew.

1994 Cruise reunion

Under new business, the recommendation for the 1994 reunion
was presented and approved. It will be a4 night, five day Caribbean
Cruise aboard Carnival Cruise Lines, "Ecstasy" ship, sailing from
Miami on November 7, 1994, returning to Miami on November 11,
1994.  Arrangements will be made with regard to requirements for
our annual meeting and memoral service aboard ship. See insert for
details.

1995 Reunion

Also recommendation was made and approved for the 1995
reunion to be held in Dayton,Ohio, in the fall, for the dedication of
the 484th Bomb Group Plaque and Tree at the Air Force Museum
Memorial Park at Wright-Patterson AFB. Donations toward the
installation are solicited. The cost of the plaque and tree is approxi-
mately $3,000. At this time we have received approximately two-
thirds towards the cost. The reunion hotel and exact dates will be
announced later.

1994 Dues $25.00

Also approved by the members in attendance was the increase
in annual dues to $25.00, necessitated by the need for funds for
professional help in searching for, and finding members of the 484th
Bomb Group (1944-1945).

The 484th PX List

1) 484th Bomb Group Association Pins: The pins display
the new logo, an adaptation of the 484th Bomb Group design
which first appeared on the face of the monthly reports and
was later adapted and worn on the A-2 jackets of 484th Bomb
Group personnel. Please Specify: ladies stick pin or men's tie
tack .- --- - - s Price $5.00 each

2) 484th Bomb Group Association Patch. An embroi-
dered shoulder patch of the 484th BG Insignia ( Same Design
as the pin) is available at - - -~ - - - - - - - .- __. $5.00 each

3) Antiqued B-24 Tie Tack pins are now back in stock at
----------------------------------- $5.00 each

4) A new 484th Bomb Group Association baseball type
capinred and white displaying a side view of a silver B-24 on
the peak is available for sale. Price- - - - - - - - - $10.00 each

Page 3




484th Bomb Group Operational History

The following text comprises the operational history of the 484th Bomb Group, 49th Bomb Wing, 15th Air Force and was transcribed
from micro film. The report is neither complete nor necessarily correct. Mission numbers did not match those shown in Torretta Flyer
No#23 Fall Winter 1992 and have been changed to conform with the earlier report. Missions numbers marked with an asterick(*) were
added from the earlier report as the operational history did not always list missions that were recalled. Early months of combat operations
up to July 1944 were missing as well. Association members are urged to review their Pilot, Navigator Flimsies, and diaries for additional
information that can be added to this report. From time to time as more information becomes available we will publish corrections and
additions in future issues of the Torretta Flyer.

Definitions and Abbreviations used in this report

a/c= on account of, A/C = Aircraft, A/D= Airdrome, enemy airfield, Am= ammunition, rounds of cal. 50 cartriges, Dest= Destination,
DFC = Distinguished Flying Cross,Hrs. =hours, I-A-H = Intense, accurate, and heavy flak, M-A-H= medium,accurate, and heavy flak,
M/Y's = Marshaling Yards, OLC= Oak Leaf Cluster, PFF pathfinder, bombing by H2X radar sighting, RDX = a type of explosive more
powerful than standard TNT, bombs, and were marked by a yellow circle.Sortie = One flight by an individual aircraft, Tng= training,
TX= transfer, 10/10= heavy cloud cover preventing conventional bomb aiming. (¥) after a name indicates an Oak Leaf Cluster
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month of this group in this theater, the Engineering Sections fur-
nished for combat duty aircraft for 792 combat sorties of which 762
were used operationally, with 690 sorties over the targets in 21
missions. The group furnished on average 36.2 aircraft for mission
assignments averaging 32.2 aircraft
over the target areas The number of
aborts per mission equaled four air-
craft which was the lowest in the
wing for the month. The mainte-
nance work of the Group when com-
pared with other groups of the 15th
Air Force is among the best.

During the month, 97 engine
changes were accomplished, with
three days as the average length of
time consumed by this work. Twenty
fuel cells and several wings and em-
pennages were removed and re-
placed. In every instance the air-
planes were returned to operation in
the minimum length of time. Rou-
tine maintenance occupied the great-
est portion of the work for the month.
This included the periodic inspec-
tions and daily correction of defects
recorded in the aircraft log books by
flight crews.

It is well to note here that during the month of July no aircraft
were lost or suffered major damage through combat flying or
mechanical failure. All battle damage was repaired promptly and
efficiently with the aircraft being of service the minimum length of
time.
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Red Cross girl Jo Ryan (center) serves donuts after a
mission. 5-1)

In summing up the activities of 484th Bomb Group for August
1944, twenty missions were accomplished, dealing destruction and
devastating doom to the enemy territory and countries within our
range. Factories, airdromes, mar-
shaling yards, oil storage tanks,
beachheads, railroad viaducts,,
each in turn felt the effectiveness
of our attacks. From the southern
coast of France, and to southern
Germany, from Northern Italy
through Austria, and Hungary, our
aircraft dealt severe blows to the
various targets within that area.

Although we have suffered a
minimum amount of losses, our
crews deserve recognition for their
unusual initiative, ingenious acu-
men in staving off enemy aircraft
and fire, and above all the valor
and courage displayed in critical
moments. We must not underesti-
mate the cooperation of the ground
personnel and their combined ef-
forts, these men have made the
month of August one to be remem-
bered in the annals of aerial combat
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history.

Of noteworthy attention is the mission to the Gun Positions
near the St. Tropez area, France on the 14th of August. Although the
invasion of southern France had its impetus early that morning, our
unit at 1600 in the afternoon made direct hits on the beachhead.
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