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In this Issue

The year 1995 marks the 50th anniversary of the end of WWIL
It was a struggle of immense proportions, unlike any war of recent
memory. The job of the Allied Air Forces was to weaken the enemies
war-making potential. Although air power alone could not win a war,
it certainly could make it expensive for the Axis Powers. Expensive
in manpower, material, and transport. The story starting on page 10
sums up the war effort of the RAF and the USAAF. The material was
supplied by member Tillman Gressitt

Bob Collings, of the Collings Foundation which rebuilt the B-
24 "All American" flying around the country, supplied the informa-
tion on the surviving B-24's. It isn't likely that any more whole B-24
aircraft will be discovered in the future.

King Beach, one of the 484th B G photographers passed away
recently. Through the efforts of his widow, Harriet Beach, we were
able to obtain many of King's photos. We have used a selection of his
photographs in this issue, including the cover photo of downtown
Cerignola. I have also used his photos to illustrate many parts of this
issue. See the index below for a listing of his work.
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The Torretta Flyer reports primarily on the history of air
warfare during WWII and the accomplishments of members
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magazine will cover other subject matter related to aeronauti-
cal events as material becomes available. Readers are encour-
aged to submit their own stories or material from other
sources.
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New Members

CD-Rom Technology Used in New
Member Search

You Can Help Find New Members

The search for new members continues. Many methods have
been used in the past, but the most successful is the use of CD-Rom
disks.

Many Libraries Provide CD-Rom Service

Some libraries provide the means to do this work. Charlie
McKew a longtime member and supporter uses his local library and
has been very successful. With the prices of computers falling many
people have equipped their own homes to do this work right at home.
This is one area where a home computer works well, and quickly.

The use of the CD Rom disks has proved quite helpful in
searching for new members. Where a phone listing is an exact match
namewise and occurs in the same state or general area of a last known
address, the search can be short. Now when a member moves an ex-
act match still can be very helpful. Common names pose more diffi-
culty as the listings can be quite long. We also search by nick name or
initials and different last name spellings. Often when a contact is made,
we find that the person sought has passed away. Some of the names in
the Last Mission come from this source. If the technology had been
available when the Association was formed our membership rolls
would be greater. We have to speed up our search as the rate of pass-
ings is rising because of advancing age. You can help.

Jack Robson, the son of member John Robson created a phone
list and sorted it by area code reducing long distance charges. These
sorted lists are available for many area codes when doing phone
searches. Just send in your name and area code stating that you want
to help in the phone search.

CD-Rom Works on Either an IBM Com-
patibles or Apple Macintosh

Members who have access to a CD Rom drive either IBM or
Macintosh can borrow a set of disks from the Association and help in
this new member search. You may even find your own buddy. Flight
crews can look over their old orders for last known addresses of crew
members or other crews you were friends with.

‘We have found most people that we talk to are very kind and
will offer help if they can be of service.

Other Methods available for members who
wish to work by Mail

Drop us a line if you wish to help by using the written word.
There are several proven ways to work this way.

A Hearty Welcome to our Newest Members !

Douglas W Anderson 826 157 P Ruby
Cpt  Martin Andrews AM 003 P Jean
Sgt  Sal Badalamenti 824 250 M Ida
Cpl  Robert C Baker 824 248 G
Edward]  Berry 826 152 PH  Marlene
Sgt  WilliamJ. Bowes 825 189
S/Sgt James E Cain 826 158 E
Sgt  James F Carney 824 242 B/G Mary Lou
Capt Floyd R Creasman 826 153 P Betty
Sgt  AllanL Davidson 826 156 U/G
John P Dorobis 827 207 B
S/Sgt William M. Gracey, Jr. 825 187 U/G
Frederick T Haase 827 206 G
Justine Hadden AM 002 RC
Edith F Hansen 824 245
Jack H Jacobs 826 154 N Irma
Cpl  AlbertF Kline 824 243 T/G  Shirley
LeRoy Leach 825 186 Gr/Ra
T/Sgt John S Lopinsky 824 251 R/O
IstLt. Israel B. Markowitz 824 249 N Marilyn
Jeanette Marshall 826 155 R/O Jeanette
Pfc  PitacioS.  Martinez 827 209 Arm Mary
Cpl  FrancisC  Mathis 824 189 B/G Margaret
S/Sgt Donald O  Maves 826 156 G Betty
Dorothy McGuire 825 184
F/O William G Meeder 824 244 N
IstLt. George C ~ Mynchenberg 827 075 B
Joe Nedela AM 001
S/Sgt  Clem Nolan 827 170 E
Stephen Ondeck 825 188 N
Cpl  Arthur G Ouellette 824 246 B/G
S/Sgt Ralph E Parkhurst 827 208 G Linda
Richard F Peth 827 211 G
T/Sgt Charles J Renfro 825 181 E Joyce
Vincent]  Scarpuzza 827 171 T/G
2nd/Lt Harry Schultz 825 185 P Darlene
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Donations to the Scholarship & Plaque Funds

Scholarship and Plaque Donations received after publication of Torretta Flyer No 27

Scholarship Donations Robert W Tissing 824 133

Arthur Aldene 827 124 f“‘GH :ﬁ’:: 826 016

! ; 08 ter Jr 826 036
JF;:ﬁe ;:ICk R g;]l?:lr;er gg: (2)3(1) In memory of (IMOF) Thomas G Reiner
Joseph C Bott 825 100 David R Ward 826 087
Lec E Boydston 825 180 Orville L Wildman 826 017
Robert P Bush 827 157 Ross J Wilson 824 137
S Carney 824 242 M_erle P Yanney 824 037
Richard E Conroy 826 131 Richard A Yunghans 826 107
Raymond T Cromer 825 048
Allan L Davidson 826 156 Plaque Donations
William J Delonga Sr 824 209
Frederick A Dierksmeier 826 047 Arthur Aldene 827 124
Colin E Dye 826 093 Walter W Bondarchuk 825 057
In memory off IMOF) brother Keith H Dye Bernard Bossick 824 178
Jack Ferris Jr 824 107 Lee E Boydston 825 180
Ellsworth Goodell 826 039 Robert P Bush 827 157
In memory of (IMOF) Alice Goodell James F Carney 824 242
Tillman J Gressitt 827 147 Richard E Conroy 826 131
LLoyd C Hanson 826 008 Raymond T Cromer 825. (48
Robert S Havlik 827 205 William J Delonga Sr 824 209
Joe Hebert 826 006 William M. Gracey, Jr. 825 187
Mike Hendrickson 824 005 Gordon Graham 824 024
Evan H Houseworth Jr 827 114 Joe Hebert 826 006
Harry K Hubertz 824 183 Harry K Hubertz 824 183
Harold C Jacobs 825 078 Mike Karwoski 824 167
In memory of (IMOF) Isaac W " Bill"Smoke Charles W Killen 825 153
John D Jacobs 827 144 Albert F Kline 824 243
Dan Joba 826 031 LeRoy Leach 825 186
Mike Karwoski 824 167 Adolph Marcus 824 008
Robert M Kelliher 765 008 Charles A McKew 824 010
Albert F Kline 824 243 In memory (IMOF) of Carm McKew
Joseph F Malloy 827 117 William A Mordica 826 027
Adolph Marcus 824 008 Rev John H Nicolai 827 125
Loe V Matranga 825 102 Louie W Odom 826 118
Charles A McKew 824 010 Thomas F Parker 824 219
In memory of (IMOF) of Carm McKew Lynn Pennington 825 096
James F Mitchell 826 022 Robert C Quinlan 825 049
William A "Bill" Mordica 826 027 Charles D Rowe 825 013
Louie W Odom 826 118 Harry Sarmanian 824 214
Sidney Ostrovsky 827 040 Claude F Schroeder 827 002
Mrs Willard I Pearson 826 003 Edward Schwartz 826 058
In memory of (IMOF) Willard [ Pearson In memory of (IMDF) of George Kelbe by his whele erew
Lynn Pennington 825 096 Dexter C Shultz 824 (022
Harold D Pressel Jr 825 121 Kenneth L Smith 827 107
Mrs. Walter Rix 824 156 Raymond L Snyder 826 066
In memory off IMOF) Walter Rix Reed Sprinkel 825 007
Harry Sarmanian 824 214 Harold T Toomey 824 023
Claude F Schroeder 827 002 Jos G Walter Jr 826 036
Dexter C Shultz 824 022 In memory of (IMOF) Boyd Woodall Jr
In memory of (IMOF} Arlis Foster William F Wilson 825 148
Raymond L Snyder 826 066 In Memory of (IMOF) George Kolbe, and Vincent O'Shea
Reed Sprinkel 825 007 Merle P Yanney 824 037
Stanley Szemreylo 827 079 Richard A Yunghans 826 107
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News of the Association

The 1996 Reunion

In keep-
ing with the di-
versity of hold-
ing reunions in
different places,
the Association
has chosen a site
for the 1996 con-
clave. We look
for interesting
places to bring
our guests to.
Some members
make a vacation
out of the re-
unions visiting
places along the
way and enjoy-
ing the attrac-
tions in the host
city. One criteria
we try to hold to is that of finding a military installation nearby that
our members would find of interest. Another criteria is seeking a time
and place where the weather is mild and pleasant.

After the reunion in New Orleans in August when the tempera-
ture and humidity were unpleasant, the members directed the Asso-
ciation to hold reunions in the cooler months of September and Octo-
ber. The fall is becoming the peak season in many parts of the coun-
try, making it difficult to find moderate priced accommodations. In
some cities, the downtown hotels have priced themselves out of our
budget range which is under $70.00 per night.

Other factors then come into play, 1) such as complimentary tran-
sportation to and from the airport to the hotel, 2) free and secure guest
parking 3) Alternate eating places within walking distance of the ho-
tel, 4) and nearby shopping. With all of this in mind, we chose the
Mission Valley Hilton Hotel in San Diego for the 1996 reunion as It
meets most of the requirements as described above.

San Diego has many attractions, Balboa Park with its 13 muse-
ums, including the San Diego Aerospace Museum in the Ford build-
ing, built for the 1935 World's Fair, is minutes away. Sea World at
Mission bay, and the world famous San Diego Zoo and Wild Animal
Park. The Point Loma Lighthouse at the entrance to San Diego Bay:
get there over the curving Coronado Bridge, and of course the Red
Trolly to the Mexican border. There is Old Town and the San Diego
waterfront, seafood dining at Anthony's and the giant United States
Naval base.

The dates are: October 3 to 6, 1996. The weather then is ideal.
The room rate is still $67.00 per night. Mark these dates on your
calender

We have already starting thinking about 1997 too. At the annual
business meeting we will talk about the possibilities for 1997 as to the
site and our planned activity.

Shamu and Friends at Sea World

San Diego Zoo
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Scholarship Report

By Dick Muscatello
Chairman, Scholarship Committee

[ have been corresponding by phone and mail with Umberto
Albanese, the professor who screens all candidates for the Association's
Scholarship Program. From the applicants he selects those who fit the
high standards of academic achievement agreed upon between the
Scholarship Committee and Professor Albanese. In addition he ar-
ranges for the ceremony, notifies the press and invites distinguished
guests from various government functions such as: Rossella Rinaldi.
the Vice Superintendent. of schools. Guiseppe Tenor, Justice of the
Supreme Court, Teodato Labia, Counselor, Raphael Tortora, attache
from the University of Rome, all of whom were present this year as
described in the newspaper translations following this report.

Professor Albanese carries a full workload as a working aca-
demician with all the duties therein. In addition to his teaching, and
work related to the scholarship program, he finds time to write books
and essays. He of course is an honorary member of the association,
and gives his time freely to the Scholarship Program. We are most
grateful for his service to the Association and to the Scholarship Pro-
gram.

This year three full awards were given, and one award was
shared by two students. Each student has written letters to the Asso-
ciation that accompany this report as well as two newspaper stories
that appeared in central Italy. The newspaper story translations are
mine.

“A Ceremony which is Repeated for 14 Years”

Study Scholarships Given by American Veterans

CERIGNOLA—For 14 years, the veterans of the 484th Bomb
Group Association of Redondo Beach, California, an aviation bomb
group stationed in the Cerignola area during World War 11, has hon-
ored in a beautiful manner the memory of their comrades who died on
combat missions.

The $600.00 scholarships were awarded to students who
achieved superior grades in their studies.

This was initiated by a group of former U.S. flyers who in ap-
preciation of the hospitality and friendship accorded to thousands of
them by the Cerignola population during the time the Americans were
engaged in bombing German targets. The scholarships are a concrete
example of gratitude and friendship. The annual meeting at which the
scholarships are awarded has been organized each year by Professor
Umberto Albanese. The presentations have often been witnessed by
groups of former U.S. pilots and flyers visiting Cerignola.

This year’s ceremonies took place in the council chambers of
the city. Many distinguished guests were present, including: P.I. Ros-
sella Rinaldi, the Vice Superintendent of schools, Guiseppe Tenor,
Justice of the Supreme Court, Teodato Labia, Counselor, Raphael
Tortora, attache from the University of Rome. A telegram congratu-
lating the group was received from the U.S. Counsel General, Clarke
N. Ellis.

The scholarship winners were: Loris Genovese and Elena Calice
in classical studies; Dalila Frisani, science; Annarita Bancone and
Monica Nigro, social studies.

“Newspaper article from Cerignola Journal”
Scholarship Awards by American Aviators

On March 16th, five scholastic scholarships were awarded to
students in the presence of the Superintendent of Schools, Dr. G. Tenore
and other dignitaries.

The scholarships are given annually by the 484th Bomb Group
Association of Los Angeles. The six hundred dollar scholarships were
awarded to Elena Calice and Loris Genovese in classical studies; Dalila
Frisani in science; and Annarita Bancone and Monica Nigro, social
studies.

The scholarships are in memory of the many young American
aviators who failed to return to their home base in Cerignola during
bombing missions in World War I1.

Professor Umberto Albanese well known Roman studies scholar
thanked the 484th Bomb Group Association on behalf of the local
board of education and those of adjoining communities.

Telegram from the American Counsel General

Prof. Umberto Albanese
Honorary President of Scholarship
Committee of the Cerignola School District

Please accept my most sincere good wishes on the 14th anni-
versary of the formation of the committee to supervise the scholar-
ships awarded by members of the 484th Bomb Group who were sta-
tioned in Cerignola in 1943,

Clarke N Ellis American General Counsel

Students' Letters:

Stornara, Italy
Honored Sir:

We send you our sincerest thanks for giving us the opportunity
to receive the scholastic awards (purse) sponsored by the 484th Bomb
Group Association.

Monica Nigro Annarita Bancone
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