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Map showing the area of responsibility of the
newly formed 15th Air Force.

Ship 61, 766 Sq. 461st BG 44-41120 comes to grief in the fall of 1944. P-51, 31st FG,15th AF, visits Torretta Field



News Of The Association

Plans For The Future

Attendance at reunions is falling as our older members age,
passings are more frequent, and many are becoming infirm pre-
venting them from traveling to a reunion site.

The problem is that Bea and I are getting older too, facing
the frailties of the aging process. We had hoped that new directors
would be elected to take over the association. However, the ma-
jority of our members are of the same age or older and facing the
same future. We recommended that the corporation be dissolved
in 2001 because of our members’ aging and declining health.
This should be done while we are still able to accomplish the task
of preparing and transferring the Association’s archives to a suit-
able foundation or museum of similar aims.

The recommendation that the Association will continue op-
erations until December 31, 2001 was approved by the member-
ship at the St. Louis reunion . At that time the 484th Bomb Group
will pass into history.

After that date the materials collected from 1981 to the end
of 2001 will be converted for transfer to a library or museum.
The collection consists of memorabilia, mission reports, maps,
photographs, micro films, morning reports, intelligence documents,
data base lists, and books.

From now till December 31, 2001 we will continue to op-
erate as usual, two Flyers per year, and a yearly reunion. The Schol-
arship Memorial Fund will be adjusted to be fully distributed by
2001.

99 Reunion ‘Thanks

Thank you to:

1) Fang and Edith Hansen 824 Sq for the wine supplied not
only to the 824th Squadron members but to all attendees.

2) Orville and Kate Hommert, 827 Sq for their help at the
St Louis Records Center and more.....

3) Bud Pressel 825 Sq for the chips supplied by Martin’s
Potato Chips .

4) Betty Schroeder, Claude Schroeder’s wife, for the clever
diet refrigerator magnets she made and brought to the reunion for
distribution to the ladies.

5) Rev. John Nicolai for his fine invocation at the banquet.

6) Alan Davidson for his portable copy machine in the
Display Room used by so many of our members.

Annual Meeting Report

The annual business meeting took place on Saturday Octo-
ber 9,1999 at 9 AM. Minutes of Board of Directors Meetings of
November 5, 1998 and November 6, 1998, respectively were read
and approved. This was in regard to the election by written ballot
of the Board of Directors for the year 1998-1999. The financial
report was given and approved. The current financial status of the
Memorial Scholarship Fund was reported as approximately
$21,772.03 as of September 30, 1999. Current paid 1999 mem-
bership total: 390.

Election of Directors

In accordance with the Notice of Annual Meeting for the
purpose of electing Directors for the year 1999-2000, the election
of directors took place. The Directors are: Bud Markel, Beatrice
Markel, John Billings, Ken Hubertz and Ed Schwartz.

Under new business, upon the recommendation of the Board
of Directors that the membership consider dissolving the Corpo-
ration as of December 31 of the year 2001, due to the aging and
declining health of the majority of the members, after some dis-
cussion, the membership approved the recommendation that the
Corporation be dissolved as of December 31, 2001.

Scholarship Report

Vernon Janke, member of the Scholarship Committee, made
the Committee recommendation that distribution of the scholar-
ship fund also be made by the end of the year 2001. The amounts
of the awards to the Harvard, Nebraska, and the students in the
Torretta, Italy area, as follows: One award for each of the years
2000 and 2001 to a Harvard, Nebraska student of Harvard Public
School, in the amount of at least $2000 for each year. Six awards
for each of the years 2000 and 2001 to each of the six students in
the Torretta, Italy area, in the amount of $1500 each, for a total of
$9000 for each year, or if more than six students in the Torretta,
Italy area are to share in the $9000 per year distribution, the amount
of the award per student will be adjusted accordingly. The mem-
bership approved all of the recommendations of the Scholarship
Committee.

Contributions to the Scholarship Fund

IMOF=In Memory Of

Name L Name unit Remarks
Charles H Bell 825 IMOF Bob Quinlan
Lee E Boydston 825
James F  Carney 824
ColinE  Dye 826  IMOF Brother Keith H Dye
Joe Hebert 826
HM Hendrickson 824
John Hicks 826 IMOF Beloved Wife, Marie
Robert Kelliher 765
Adolph Marcus 824  IMOF Deceased Crew
members
E Forrest Nance 824 IMOF Wife Suzanne
E Forrest Nance 824 IMOF John Hensel
Barrow F Neale 826
Mrs Walter Rix 824 IMOF husband Walter Rix
John H Robson 826
John Stonecipher 825
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484th BG Logo patch, stitched, 2 3/4” in
diameter ------------------- $5.00.

B-24 three- dimensional tie tac, silver,
13/4" - s e em e ea e e $5,00.

Baseball Cap, red & white. side view of
484th silver B-24 on front, postage inc.- - -
-------------------------- $12.00.

Miniature Plaque 1 3/4” with display
stand, postage inc.-- - --------- $25.00.

Back issues of the Torretta Flyer, (24) Nos
10 thru 35, postage inc.------ - $150.00.

@dividual issues------------- $7.00 ey
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The Torretta Flyer is the official publication of the
484th Bomb Group Association. Normal distribution is
limited to members only. Requests from nonmembers
for copies should be directed to the Editor.

Contributions of stories, articles, memorabilia,
and graphic materials to the Torretta Flyer are always
welcome. Only clean typewritten manuscripts and Mi-
crosoft Word disks are acceptable. Handwritten letters
will no longer be published. Please contact the Editor
for further information.

The Torretta Flyer reports primarily on the history
of air warfare during WWII and the accomplishments
of members of the 484th Bomb Group during WWIL
From time to time the magazine will cover other subject
matter related to aeronautical events as material be-
comes available. Readers are encouraged to submit
their own stories or material from other sources.

Editor, Bud Markel
Associate Editor, Bea Markel

Board of Directors 1999-2000
Bud Markel, Bea Markel, John Billings, Ken Hubertz,
and Ed Schwartz

Scholarship Committee,
Dick Muscatello, Chairman, Joe Hebert, Vernon
Janke, and Ross J Wilson

Membership Committee
Al Kline, Adolph Marcus, Jack Robson, Herb
Weinstein,

Publicity Committee, Adolph Marcus, Bud Pressel

Direct all inquiries to the Editor, Torretta Flyer, 1122
Ysabel St. Redondo Beach, CA 90277-4453-13, USA
Phone (310) 316-3330 . We can be reached via the
internet at BUD484BG@AOL.com. Also, visit our
web site at hitp:/members. aol. com /bud484bg.

Faxes can be received at prearranged times.

o
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Dallas: Here We Come

Dallas [ F7t. Worth Alirport Marriott

8440 Freeport Parkway, Irving, Texas 75063
(972) 929-8800, Fax (972) 929-6501

Room rate for the reunion are: Single/double are $82.00 per
night, each additional person $10,00. Out of state residents may
make room reservation by calling 1-800-228- 9290. Texas resi-
dents may use the number shown above. Please identify yourself
as a member or guest of the 484th Bomb Group Association to
receive the special group rate. Use the address above for mail res-
ervations. All room reservations require a first night deposit.

The 484th Bomb Group will meet for its 19th annual reunion
October 25-30, 2000, at the Dallas/Ft. Worth Airport Marriott.
The reunion package containing information on tours, accommo-
dations, and reunion events will be mailed out in late spring or
early summer. Please contact the Association office if you don’t
receive your package by July 1, 2000 contact me Bud Markel c/o
The 484th Bomb Group Association at:

By E- Mail: bud484bg@aol.com
By Phone: 310/316/3330
By Mail: 1122 Ysabel St.
Redondo Beach, CA, 90277-4453.

Once again we have employed Armed Forces Reunions Inc.
to arrange all of the events.

Directions From Dallas/Fort Worth Airport: Exit North to
Highway 114 East. Take Freeport Parkway Exit and turn left. The
hotel is on the right.

A

A. 12 minutes to LBJ Freeway & Dallas Tollway
B. 7 minutes to Las Colinas

C. 18 minutes to Love Field

D. 21 minutes to downtown Dallas

E. 26 minutes to downtown Fort Worth

General Information Credit Cards accepted: American Ex-
press, VISA, MasterCard, Diners Club, Carte Blanche and Dis-

COver.
Transportation: Complimentary airport shuttle on call 24

hours a day.
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Odds and Ends
71 Double Story

Have you ever wondered how Chicago G’Hare
International Airport got its name ? Read on.

Edward H. “ Butch”
O’Hare was born on March 13,
1914 in St. Louis, the son of
“E.J.” O’Hare, a wealthy
businessman and, attorney. His
parents sent him to Western
Military Academy (WMA) at
age 13, where he pursued an
interest in marksmanship, be-
coming president of the rifle
club. In 1932, he graduated
from WMA, and in 1933 went
on to the US Naval Academy.
When he finished his naval
aviation training, he was as-
signed to VF-3, the USS Sa-
ratoga’s Fighting Squadron.
VF-3 was flying the Grumman
F3F-I biplane In July, 1940, Butch O’Hare made his first carrier
landing, “just about the most exciting thing a pilot can do in peace-
time.”

L/Cmr John S. Thach the Executive Officer of VF-3 hailed
from Fordyce, Arkansas and the Academy Class of 1927. By ear-
ly 1942 Thach was a highly experienced aviator with some 3,500
hours flight time and with definite ideas on fighter tactics. He
had grown up hunting pheasant, and believed that any pilot with a
similar background was potentially good VF material. Therefore,
he stressed gunnery and teamwork. It was a philosophy shared by
one of his pilots; dark, husky Lt. “Butch” O’Hare from St. Louis
and Chicago. Not quite twenty-eight, O’Hare , Class of 1937 US
Naval Academy had been with the Thach crew since joining
Fighting Three in 1940. Thatch and O’Hare part of the squadron
gunnery team which captured the fleet trophy flying F3Fs biplanes.
While training the pilots of VF-3 Thatch would knock the new
pilots down a notch by outflying them. He would let a rookie gain
an altitude advantage and then, while reading a newspaper, he
would out maneuver him and get on his tail. But when he tried
this with O’Hare, he couldn’t gain an advantage. Thach closely
mentored the promising young pilot. In early 1941, VF-3 trans-
ferred to Enterprise. By the end of 1940, Jimmy Thach and his
intense training had produced a passel of sharpshooters, includ-
ing O’Hare.

From Pearl Harbor through May 4,1942, U.S. Navy pilots
and aerial gunners accounted for only 24 Japanese aircraft de-
stroyed and another 3 probably destroyed. The U.S. Navy had
only one ace on its rolls, the aggressive fighter pilot Butch O’Hare.

On February 20, 1942 Japanese Navy pilots were set to at-
tack the Lexington flying in two waves of eight and nine planes
each. The G4Ms (Bettys) dark-green oblong shapes making 170
knots, were dangerously close to the Lexington before the first

shots were fired. The Bettys
were each armed with two 550
pound bombs.

Jimmy Thach led three of
his pilots in a hasty scramble,
and personally caught two of
the fleeting Bettys. He splashed
one himself and shared the sec-
ond. But as a reserve, “Butch”
O’Hare and Lt. Jg (junior
grade) Marion Dufilho were
kept flying near the ship,
should the bombers get too
close to the Lexington . Four-
teen of VF-3s 16 operational
fighters were now committed,
and two of those had been shot
down. Some of the Japanese
gunners were marksmen; Thach saw a direct hit on one F4F’s can-
opy and watched the Grumman dive into the water.

At 1700, just a half-hour after the first radar plot, another
threat appeared on the Lexington’s radar screen. But this time it
was much closer and on the disengaged side of the task force.
Nine miles to the east, eight more Bettys bored in-the second wave
from Rabaul, completely unopposed. It fell to O’Hare and Dufil-
ho, who flew out on a 080 degrees track, and rolled in from star-
board on a high side run as the Bettys descended in a fast, shallow
dive towards the carrier.” Butch” O’Hare now flying the Grum-
man F4F Wildcat, was cool and professional. He made only beam
or quartering runs, denying the deadly tail gunners a clear shot at
him. He held his fire until about 100 yards out, then triggered his
four .50-calibers in short, precise bursts against the nearest bomb-
er in the formation. The starboard engine gushed smoke which
turned to flame, and O’Hare shifted targets. He continued his run,
slanting down into the formation, and in the same pass engaged
the next in line. Only then did O’Hare realize he was alone.
Dufilho’s guns had jammed from the same damnable feed prob-
lem which had vexed F4F squadrons for months. O’Hare was on
his own against six bombers. On his next pass O’Hare concentrat-
ed on the two bombers trailing on the left side of the formation.
Again closing the range to make sure, he flamed one Betty which
dropped out, and pressed his run on the next in line. This bomber
exploded as O’Hare’s bullets found the engine and fuel tank.

By now the surviving five Bettys were within gun range of
the task force’s anti aircraft fire. Despite flak bursts snapping
around the formation and tracers from every bomber which could
line up a gun, O’Hare dived in for a third pass, again from ports-
ide. He blew up the leader, and then there was nothing more he
could do. Four Bettys pressed their attack, dropping bombs with-

Continued on next page
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four minutes he made three gunnery passes, shooting five Bettys
out of formation.

Seven Wildcats were damaged, including O’Hare’s, which
sustained one 7.7-mm bullet in the fuselage and two shrapnel hits
in the wings. Butch and his damaged plane limped back to the
carrier. When the film in his wing camera was processed, his brav-
ery was evident. He was credited with saving the carrier Lexing-
ton. Afterward Thach figured out that Butch O’Hare had used only
sixty rounds of ammunition for each plane he destroyed.

For his extraordinary feat he was promoted to Lieutenant
Commander. Originally recommended for a Navy cross, O’Hare
received the Congressional Medal Of Honor from President
Roosevelt the only carrier based aviator among the eight FAF pi-
lots eventually awarded that distinction. When the folks at Be-
thpage, LI, where the Grumman Wildcats were built, heard about
his feat, they sent him the most precious gift they could imagine.
Somehow, in ration shortage wartime, they collected 5,000 ciga-
rettes.

The night of November 27, 1943, the “Black Panthers new
Hellcat fighters were assigned to a radar carrying Avenger whose
job was to vector the fighter pilots into the attacking Japanese
bombers, but the Hellcats had trouble finding the Avengers. One
of the Avengers shot down an enemy bomber, but in the confusion
of the brief action, nothing could be seem but the flaming gasoline
from the downed Betty burning on the water. Suddenly, the Avenger
identified another Betty behind the Hellcats. The Avenger rear
gunner fired at it. Moments later, O’Hare failed to respond to the
radio. O’Hare’s Hellcat fell out of control into the sea It is
believed that friendly fire from the Avenger’s gunner Alvin Kernan
mistakenly shot him down. He was never found.

Before all of this happened one “ Easy Eddie” worked for
the notorious Al Capone. Eddie, was Al Capone’s lawyer, and he

eran passes on. These documents need to be preserved for future
generations to see. Most of the internet mail to the Associations’
bud484bg@aol.com is from the descendants of our deceased
members. They want to know what their father, grandfather, and/
or uncle did in the war. These documents can help recall the events
and stories of our deceased soldiers and airmen. The documents
can include, 1) orders, 2) Maps, 3) Photographs, 4) Publications,
Yank Magazine, wartime 15th Air Force “Sortie,” Air Force Mag-
azine, Impact books, and so on. If in doubt contact me at 310/316/
3330. Send them on to us, we will include your materials with the
Association’s collection that will be sent to an existing museum
or library after December, 2001. The material you send in that is
appropriate for publication will also be considered for inclusion
in the Flyer.

The Post War Generation

There is a great gap of knowledge and understanding between
actual experience and getting the information second hand from
the media that was subjected to the writer’s own bias. Thus the
great controversy over the bombing of Hiroshima. The complaints
came mostly from the post war generation who learned about the
war second hand.

If you want your children to know about the war first hand
without bias, then tell them your own story. The whole purpose
of the Association is to preserve the history of WWII so that our
sacrifices and deeds will not be forgotten.

One of our members, Walter Bondarchuk visits schools on a
regular schedule and tells of his own war experiences. The stu-
dents love it because it brings to life the dull texts that can only
reflect what might have happened as compared to what really hap-
pened.
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